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Tothe READER; 


Reader, 
Have many Reaſons to think, that thit 
Treatiſe will find a common eſtimation 
and acceptance with Men who mind 
the Intereſt of their Souls, and uſe to 
look Heaven-ward for a Remedy of their 
Troubles : Eſpecially om 1. 7 he common 
Neceſſity of the Subjett: 2. The Suitable and 
skilful manner of haxdling it: 

I. No Man Loveth Skfferings : Tet no 
man can eſcape them: And they that cannot 
attain theix frlt deſires ( of eſcaping them ) 
do Naturally next deſire alleviation, abbrevi- 
ation, and due Remedies. If this Book of Re- 
medies ſhould be as common as the Maladies, 
every Family, every Perſon would have one. 
For,1. Whilſt man us Mortal. And 2. While 
Saints are imperfett and ſo fall of fin. 3. And 
whilſt they live in ſuch a World at this, he that 
looketh to be free from Saferinge, may ad 
Wiſely look to have day without Night , and 

A 2 SUm- 
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Summer without Winter, and tobe free {99 
the incommoanutes.of the Air be breagheib i in, 
or the mutations or motions of the Wind. 


= Job 5. 6,7 
Though ſorrow ſpring not from t te-W omb 


ob Earth), 
Nor Troubles from the Duſt derive thcir 


Birth ; 
Yer Man is Born to numerous miſeries, 
As dying ſparks from trembling flames 
aritiCs 


700 14. 1,2. 
Abt Few, and full of -ſorrow, are the 
days 
Of Man from'Woman ſprung, his Life 
decays, . - 
Like that frail lower w hich with the Suns 
upriſc, 


Her bud unfolds, and with the Evening 
_ QlCs, 

He like an empty ſhadow glides away, 

And all his Life is but a Winters day. 
Sangyr. 


Cap became Natural to us that isthe un 
happy, unnatural, accidental corruption of our 


Nature Suffering and Mortality are Natural 
$00. 
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r00. Death ) W. F 56 Waves of fin © we have eater, 
and we dye; we would necds bave the tor- 
biidecs hath re. and we (hall have the un- 
willed pain. We bGave w ge contrary to God, 
and be will walk contr 374 to ns. We þave found 
ont many ways of ſnning, and be ſure our ſin 
will find ont us. For all the Redemption 
wrouobt by Chriſt, till we have gone with (177, 
fin will not have done with #s : Tull we baws, 
done Offending C od. God will not have done 
offenains us : While we drſpleaſe him, he will 
diſpleaſe 14. As [in dwelleth ob ſtinately in our 
Souls, ſorrows fhall dwell in our Fleſh and 
Bones. As we lye down, and riſe, and walk, 
in fin, we fhall lye down, and riſe, and walk, 
i ſorrows; ( unleſs ſtupiduty ve preparing us 
or 93 cater ſorrow: ) And as the roots of fint 
042444 32 the moſt Mortified, |o-do the ſpring e=, 
4 "o0ts of renewed Sufferinss and Gree? . 
- every faculty is the ſeat of ſin , and every 
F fertbe® the Inſtrument to execute it, (0 every 
faculty is the ſeat of ſorrow, and emery p.irt , 
from Flead to Foot, 25 ſtil prepared ro (uſer 
pain, And as lons as there are Creatures 
about us which we have ever loved, or any way* 
by / in abuſed, there will not want Meſſengers 
of Goa's diſpleaſure, nor+ Hiſtruments of our 
woes They are nat curſed for themſelves,nor , 
totem elves, but for us, ad to us. As 
AZ of 
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of God, and through him, and tohim , 
are all things which are good; fo of us, and 
through us, and to us ave al/ things that are 
ewil. If we can make God's Creatures which 
are good, to ferve our Lufts in diſpleaſing 
God; He can make them to ſerve and pleaſe 
bis wiſe and righteous will, in Afutting and 
aiſplea/ing us. And as the Contiguity of Snow 
and Ice increaſe the cold, many Ricks or coals 
do magnifie the beat or flame of Fire; ſo ſin- 
ners and Sufferers do by their numbers and 
converſe increaſe their woe. Thouch onr S0e 
Cieties be neceſſary ts aur good, they are like 
our Natures, corrupted and maae the Seat of 
marnified Fils, And as the Members of 
$2e Body ſuffer not alone, but the conjunit 
parts muſt have the pain of their proximity, ſo 
ev 1 the more innocent ( much more yet ſin- 
ners ) muſt bear their part #n the ſorrows of 
the Societies, in which they live. God indeed 
qnſtitured Societies for our benefit, but ft- 

and /in have made them proportionably the 
yultspliers of or troubles, when we think of 
the helpful good in others,we ſuy ,woe to him 
that is alone : And neceſſity driveth us into 
Families, Cities, and Common-wealths ; 
but preſent ly in filleth our Chambers with the 
ſroak of Croſſes, Contentions, or Confuſion , 
and turneth our dwellings into Houſes of Coy- 


rettion, 
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reftion and our publick Societies into Bedlams 
or tumnultuons crowds, or 4nto Ordered com 
binations of Foxes and malicious Foes, and 
then wc cry owe, Woe is me that I ſojourn 
in 4th:ch, and that I Inhabit in the Tents 
of Xedar ; my Soul hath too long dwelt 
amons the haters of Peace; I am for peage, 
but tiey for War, Pſal. 120. 5,6, The fins 
of Societies and mmltitudes are great Sms : 
Ani r\4 ſufferings of Societies and Mul- 
| fitudes ave £Yeat Suffering s. And chouob 
3: would be ſome eaſe, Socivs habu- 
Iſl: dulvris. 0 hawe Companions 41 our 
ſorrows, when they are free themſelves, or fit 
to help us; yet it ws but an increaſe of our Can 
larztty to ſ4r-- a%017 a multitude of Suffers 
ers: Their groans will pierce our hearts the 
deeper , aud Love wiil make all their ſuffers 
ings to be ours: And their own Calamity will 
asſpoſe them to ajflick us mere, and indiſpoſe 
them to relieve us, It is ſome benefit tolye ſick. 
among our Frieuds, that are themſelves well , 
and ready to help us : 7t doth us ſome goodta 
ſee that they have eaſe while we bave pain : 
But ta lye ſick in a Fouſe.where the Plague 
bath confined every one to his own Coltth, and 
to have our Houſes to be worſe than Hoſpitals,” 
and none left well to help the reſt, this us n0 
eaſe to any, but a deviliſh dsſpoſition , that 
A 4. wou 


Teakbe Reader; 
moni rat be mjerable alone. Alas '' we are 
nonerof' us Iguorant. alone, erroneous alone, 
hard-bearted a/ofe,, enbelieving alone, (clf- 
conceited, ſclt-willed, ſelf-ſeeking. alone , 
prouT alone, neeviſh; paſhonate, and Gi 
contented alone ;, we ate all ſuch in ſome 4e- 
greg, and. ſome, yea, multitudes, yea, almo5b 
alin. ſo great uns ods « derree, as tendeth 


greatly to. the temptation. and vexai ton of the 


reſh;” Seneca cauld,fuy, Quid .ulcts leviter 
tangam ?-Omncs mah ſumus, Why thould 


I :lightly, rouch che Ulcer? We are alk. 


naught. n plain truth , thoſe that complain 
moſt» and flyfaſtaſt from others. as noyſome 
Sifwexs, have,net alwayes the leaſt dangereus 
ox teaſf* noy ſome. ſores. And even thoſe that 
ome about us as ow Friends or Surgeons, or 
Bhy fithans to belp us, and think, them(clves to 
be.almoſÞ well, do often more dceply Infelt us 


with'\their contagion, or at beſt aunoy us with. 


be ftink, of their Putrifattion. 1c 

. And as it 1s not. the Body of an alone, 
bat principally the Soul which ts the ſeat of. 
lingo 15 it not Civil Societics alone, but Relt. 
giousGhurcheSocjetics alſo,that are eſpecial- 
ly the (edF$ of Sorrow. Alas | the Ignorance, 


the Extor, the Obſtinacy that frequently are. 


publiſhed &n ſuch $ ocieties. Alas ! how many 
of. thens gre but the Congrerating of the proud, 


the 


ne tr II ence 
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the ſelfiſh, he cruel,che perverſe; the world- 
ly, the unbelicving , the ({eniuai, the con- 
temners of God: As if they could not offend 
him enourh alone, unleſs they joyned in.muled- 
tudes to provoke him. and Ajſembled again#h 
him, as. Corah ard bus Company did avainſt 
Moſes and Aaron, when they cryed out, thas 
Alt the Congregation was. Holy ? What 
wonder then if our Aſlemblics are places of 
Confuſion and Complaining s.: And if our 
greateſt ſorrows, and di(; ſappointments and las 
mentations be there or tence; and if our 
Ciurci;-grzefs be deeper than our Family or 
Crutl Sue ings; whilſt lgn.rance with 
proud ſelf-conccitedneis Ay us ali wiſe 


while tew arc wiſe and all good , whil/f moſt 
are bad, and all in the right, w:/24/ſt + fed are 
of our mind a way, (and the Rom 1 boaſh 


of Univerſality, proceeacth but From the 
oreater I ittory and predomirancy of E. ror) 
whilſt Love, and reace, and Order are Tone 
home, and. Malice, and Cortention , and. 
Confuſicn are Aſſembled and k Keep the pl.z- 
Ces; mbuljt [gnorancc treachery the Provle 
Knowlecge, and Priue gets wp to Prexch 
Humility, and Paſiion, and Divicirs Prins 
ciples, and Intereſts muſt bi the Preachers 
of Unity, and Peace ; and Senſualiy muſt 
Preach up Temperance, and Sobriety, an 
Go 4- 


To the Reader. 
Godlineſs muſt be propagated by them that 


hate it. What wonder sf we have too many 
Churches, and too few ? And Paſter atainſt 
Paſtor, and Churches againſt Churches, ma- 
king a Religious War among us, if the cries, 
or rhe Blood of Soulr, and the Confuſions and 
Defolatwns which we have ſeen, do tell us the 
difference between Eccleſiaſtical War and 
Peace. And if ut be the mark of the Juſt, ts 
be forrowful for the Solemn Aſſemblies, 
nd to begy their xeproach as a heavy burden, 
Eph. 3.18, And if any Congregation chuſe 
the Bryar for their King, and put their truſt 
6 its ſhadow, it is no wor.der if it rent them, 
or if fire come out from the Bramble and de- 
vonr them, Judg. 9.15. 
And it 1s nat Godlijneſs that will exempt 
Ks from the need of Patience. Oar Godlineſs 
goeth not before our ſin, and tberefort goth 
got prevent our Suj/ ering, but only Sancti- 
fie 5t to oxy Spiritual good : And Santifed 
Sufferings are not imaginary, but real Suf- 
erings; and our Patience 3s part of the fruit 
of their Sanitification, And Holy Perſons 
are Holy but in part, and therefore have ſtill 
both the Efficient cauſe mo in them- 
ſelves, and the Diſcaſes which call for theſe 
unpleaſant Remedies, And Chrift will give 
Phyſck, to his Children in his Family when 


he 
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be troubleth not ſtrangers with it who are ont 
of doors. If our Unaerſtandings only were 
Diſeaſed.Inſtruction only might do the cure: 
But whilſt our \Vills are the principal ſeat of 
fins. and ſo-much Pride , and Senſuality, 
and W orldlinzis, ard Ungodlineſs reman- 
eth at our Hemcs, Correction muſt makg 
Inſtruction profi; able, and muſt open the door 
that Counſel ray come in, Fil. g4, 12,13, 
14,15, Bleſſed is the Man: whom thou 
Chaſtiſeſt, O Lord, and tea-heſt him out 
of thy Law, that thou msiſt give him reſt 
from the days of Adverfity, uacill the Pit 
be digged for the Wicked ; For the Lord 
will not caſt off his People, neither will he 
forfake his Inheritance : But Judgment 
(hall rervrn unto Righteouſneſs, and all the 
upright in heart ſhal! follow it. The Book 
wall not ſerve without the Rod, with ſuch as 
we. O ſafe Afiftion! © dangerous Proſpe- 
rity! How few are not ſomewhat better for 
the ine, and bow few are not not much worſe 
for the other ? If ever we be wiſe it uw when 
Aftiftion undeceiverh us , and the ſentences 
of Death doth pronounce the great Names of 
God; and Glory, qnd Etcrnity ſo loud in 
our Eats, that we hear not them that talk af 
Vanity and Pleaſure, Profit and Honour , 
pr Reputation, become no Names rg us, but 

- 


* Tothe Reader. 
vſrgnificant founds. And ſurely the Holy 


Seed, who are Born after the Spirit , and 
have their Treaſures , their He 1715s , and 
thety Converſations in Heron? hall ſuler 
by them that are Borp afcer.r'* Fleth, and 
have their T reafures, their 1" 7318, and their 
Converſations on Earth, a; long a5 the War 
between the Seed of the W 0121} @12% of the 
Serpent muſt continue, and as 1 as the 
Cananites are the firſt Born of Adim, and 
&s long as the World will hat thoſe that are 
not of the World, but are called oncof it, 
end do renounce it, and are not conformed 
to xt, John 15+ 18, 19. 33. Rom. 12. 2. 
If Chriſt was of the World, or his King= 
dom of it; Jf the World did not fe him 
with unrizhteors Cruelty, but with deſerved 
Honour, Ani if tne World and God be ye. 
conciled, and the Love of the World #s not 
Enmity to Cod, and the Father, and the. 
World my both be Loved, then may Believ- 
ers expect Proſperity, and need not loo for 
Suffering days, Brut if all this be contrary , 
( John 8. 23. &- 18. 36. James 4. 4 
1 Fobn 2.15. ) Then wuft we look to be cha- 
ſtencd of the Lord, that we may nat be 
condemned with the World, 1 Cor. 11. 

2, and muff not marvel if the world 


hatc Us,1 Joh: Jo I 3+ For the world knows: 
eh 
Cel 
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cth us not, becauſe.it knew nat Chriſt 
1 7on 3. 1.Jf the Live of the werld be 
the dawning (ip, rs be us from the 
Beatifying Love ofs God) be ſure that God 
will notgheriſh it in his own, nor leave it un 
cited t brough a fond over-tenderneſs of ins, 
Fleſh. And while Ignorance, Senſuality , 
and Malice are the Charatters of Satan's 
Church there are millions of Thoughts, ad 
Tongues,2,d Hands to be engaged and hi 
by them againſt the Kingdom and Servants 0, 
the Loxd. Can we dwell ty the fire and net 
be burnt.? Are the Godly through they re. 
maining paſſions and infirmities ſo great af- 
fiittions of one another, ang bave the neerg] 
Friends their troubling frailty, unſuitable- 
neſs and croſineſs to each other ? and Tial 
we look for greater peace from the un adly £ 
or that the” Children of the Father of Lies, 
and Murders fhould be mere hind or juſt tots 
than the Children of G:1! Or that 213 
Wolves ſhould be more me: 14 the Sheep, 
and more comfortable i: 536 rt they 
are to one another ? [ce ;'ndt -refore, that 


while Man 3s Man, wt. £43 are Saints, 
and iyet imperfect, ..4 *: orld 8s the 
World, malicion;, ir ct! 4114 blind, 
and whileſt we » uſt C6%6<7%>; 4-7 ; #0 Sohlb, 


no Family, no Char. ' ©; 5* 46, 70 pattl- 
calar 


- * Sawoegy - 


To the Reader. 


tular Relations, no FHnsbandg no Wife, no 
Parents, tio Children, no Maſters, no Ser- 
vaits, no Paſtor, «no People," no Prince, no 
Subjebt, ſhall be free from ſufferings; but 
efpecially thoſe, whoſe endleſs Sufferifis maſt 
be now prevented. 

But if they tanuot be avoided; tan they 
nag be made light, and wholeſome, and our 
benefit ? Yes undoubreadly they may, and will 
be, if we ahu't not our Adverſity, when we 
have abuſed onur Proſperity. Ard Patience ## 
#ne of the alleviating means. True Mortifi- 
cation makes nothing of the tempting pleas 
ſure ; and Patience makes nothing of the 
foſs, or pain: A failing tongue may pive us 
the moſt provoking language ; and a reproach- 
ful Pen may ingeniouſly, amd voluminouſly 

us : but they cannot move the mind to 
fin, nor abate our loves, nor deprive us of our 
peace or joy, while Patience well performs ts 
Work: Les, and Calumnies may reach our 
Ears, but they can oo no farther, while Pa- 
Fence is the Dbor-keeper of the Heart. Oh 
how many « boilsn:s, and uncharitable a 
thought ? how many a furious fooliſh Paſſion ! 
how many a r«ſh and raving Word, will 'ſted- 
faſt cordial Patience prevent ! How many 4 
Soul would it keep in ſweet aelightial peace, 


that 35 now tn frequent trouble and diſtratti- 
on * 


To the Reader. - 


on? How many complaints and murmurinos 
would it prevent * How many unqniet miſer- 
able Families would, it quiet and compoſe ? 
Had you but Patience balf anſwerable to your 
Profeſſion of C hriftiznity, you minke [ave your 
ſelves the torment which your proud and pie- 
v3ſh hearts receive from every twjury or ſharp 
word ? from every unkindneſs, and croſs look? 
from every contradittion of your conreits and 
wills; might ſave your ſelves the labour of 
complaining unto man; yea, and of * a pics 

wiſh Prayers and Complaints to Ged;, and 
all the fretful uneafie thoughts which day and 
night torment your mma + Is not Patience bet- 
ter than all this ? Do you think that Miniſters 
and Friends, and God himſelf, muſt _— 
you 51 your ſelf-rormenting froward mood ? 
Will you propbane Gods Name, by emiling 
Holineſs, to all the moans, and tears, and 
ayers, which meer impatience pouretb ous ? 
Have Miniſters, and Friends no batter 
work, than to rock the Cradle fer Children 
of thirty, forty. fifty, or ſixty years of age, that 
are ſtill crying and complaining longer than 
they have ſome one to Inll them into quietneſs, 
with ſuch flattering words as, we uſt to Babes? 
The whole Art of Satan exerciſed by the 
*nſtruments Pieviſhneſs, Contentions, Ba- 
lying, Reviling, Deriding , Defaming, 
| Accu- 


- Fb-the Readex. 


Acculing kalfelyz. Impriſoning,;;Condem- 
ning, .Putiing.. to Death, . camnor. de- 
prive 4 Soul that ts fortifyed with. conſtant 
Patience,” of: its Love, or Peace, or Toy. 
Becauſe that þy Patience - we: paſlcſs: our 
Souls, we are Maſters of. onr ſelves, and of 
our comforts ; the.poſſeſſion- of which 15 loſt to 
the Impatient, Luke 21. 19. Rom. 13. 10, 
Heb. 6. 12. -Jit> 2.2 Rom. 15-4, 5.. And 
hc whole art of the wiſeſt - avid holyeſt 1ſins- 
ſer or Friend, cannot preſerve the Peace and 
Comfort of an impatient pieviſh-Soml, one year, 
ge month fcarce to an end, though you wonld 
fſpeak.nathing. bat words of Oyl and «Sugar to 
them, tho1gh\you-ffroke thew and flatter them, 
ard ſervethem, and employ the hesght. of all 
your partsand faculties to plegſe, thgm- iT hey 
R.contalt daſquietneſs from all that yollgas 
= do,-and-maks their owt, expec}atwns af 
7,07E than. you AY, able to Aoy: to-fete h. TR 
aatly food and fewel of their. quarrelſome ai\- 
centers: . AngasSeneca ſauh of them that 
have Sores,and, Ulcers, Tf- they do but think 
that you da but touch them, they are. hurt, If 
they do but 1magin that you light them, or 
negiect. chem, or pay them not the reſpett 
which they think. you owe them, you are the men 


' that break their peace. An Aſpen leaf may as 


well be unmoved in a windy day, as theſe per- 
' ſons 


ns have peace in ſuch a world as this. Theig 
ne wy pas, 3s at the mercy- of every 
one that will but freak, to them, or look upon 
them. Nay, it 54 paſt the power of their friend? 
ro keep it. We can carry. Infaits ; but if you 
mnſt be carryed at forty years bf age, you. 7 

lie in the dirt; when yok, bavie wearyed t j4 
that Carry you. In a "word, How much for, 
of beart, and tongue, and altion ; how miich 
trouble of mind, of Families, of Church of 
State, would ſtedfaſt Patience prevent ? 
How blamele(s; hoty quiet would it make onr 
minds and lives? How eaſie and nothing 
would it makg or ſufferings from men ? How 
light woisld it make every Croſs * And bow 
would it confound and weary our affliftions, 
when they ſee that they carmot mak: us miſe- 
rable, nor abate otr jojes? "I 
2, But all this, and much mere 1s laid 
open in this Treatiſe, ſo clearly, and yet briet- 
ly, ſo fully , ſo methodical, with ſuch ex- 
ceeding pertinent Texts of Scripture, to illu- 
ſtrate and confirm whatever 5 ſpokex, that [ 
will not detain the Reader from it, with any 
tnore Preface ; but only tell bim, that as Ne. 
ceſſity maketh the SubjeZt ſuitable ro almoſt 


ak, and will continue #t ſo, till the end of the 
world,zand make Books of Patience always ſea- 


ſaidble, to all men, but eſpecially to weak Be- 
A 


levers 
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Tevers: : fo the manner of handling it, hath ſo 
much ro invite, and_ delight the Reader, and 
pothing to wear 1,07 offend bim,that 1 rake it for 
my praiſe that 1 am employed in praiſing, and 
recommending fo Rate e-worthy a W ork; and 


ſhall pray for the time, when the Author may 
Preach, as well as Write. 


The Servent of the Churches 
Peace, and Patiencc, 


Rich. Baxter. 
Feb. 1. 1669. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, eſpecially the Sons 
and Daughters of A fittion. 


Chriſtian Reader , 

F thou be a Diſciple of Chriſt, and 
haſt Learned te take up his Croſs 
daily, how welcom will this ſhort 
and pithy Diſcourſe of Patience , 

and the Reverend Author be ! The Reve- 
rend Author, who hath Suffered, and learn- 
£d, Practiſed, and Preached Patience, if 
not by Tongue, yet by Pen, er. 36. 4,5, 
6. The Diſcourſe, wherein the Nature , 
Excellency, and Uſefulneſs of this ſuffer 
ing Grace 1s ſo lively decyphered, ſo high- 
ly commended, ſo rarely exemplified, ſo 
wiſely directed, ſo earneſtly promoted , 
. that inreading,thy heart will be filled with 
comfort, and thy mouth with bleſſing ( as 
David's was) ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Iſrael, who ſent thee to meet methis 
day, and bleſſed be thine advice, and bleſſed 
be thou who baſt taught me Patience , 1 Sam. 
25. 32, 33. It was the bleſſing of afflicted 
7oſeph (the Churches Treaſurer againſt the 
time of ſore Famine) that he was fruitful 
in the Land of bis Afton, Gen. 41. 52. 
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To the Reader. 


The Prophet Ezekist had Viſions of God 
in the-Land of his Captivity, Ezek. 1.3.and 
the Apoſtle Zobs in the Ifle of his baniſh- 
ment, Kev.1.9, 10,11. Inſtructions & Com: 
forts fitted to the condition, time, & place 
have exceeding weight, and worth, bring- 
ing clearer light, more lively comfort, and 
vigorous ſtrength. A word ſpoken im due [ea- 
ſon, how good «11? Prov. 15.23. Like Ap- 
ples of Gold in Piures of Silver, Prov. 25. 
11. Highly precious, as enriching, and de- 
lighting. Such is this word of Patience, 
which hath been kept from thine ear, but 
God- hath. brought to thine eye, Bleſs God 
for this Fruit of ſuffering. Read and learn, 
learn and practice, grow in Patience, and 
the Exerciſe of it, ſo thalt thou profit by 
the ſtudy and labour of this Scribe ( mer- 
cifully inſtructed unto the Kingdom of 
God. ) and ſhalt reap, and rejoyce with 
him, in the day of gracious recompences , 
which is the Prayer, and will be the com- 
fort of him, who, through Grace, heartily 
deſires the Increaſe of thy Feith, Hope,and 
Patience, in order ro thy preſent Comfort, 
and future Crown. 
John Angier. 


AuguFft 17. 1668. 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


Hou haſt here (Courteous Reader ) 4 
Diſcourſe concerning Chriſtian Pati- 

ence, which is in the number of thoſe Graces, 
whereof every true Chriſtian hath daily, and 
Special uſe, whilſt be is 3n this world. In Hea- 
ven, when we ſhall be perfealy blefied, with- 
out any fear either of ſin or ſorrow, there will 
be no need of it. But this life, is a life of 
miſery. Man is born to trouble, as the 
ſparks flie upwards, fob 5.7. Efpecialy, 
it ſeemeth good unto our wiſe aud gracious 
God, toexerciſe hu precious ones, under the 
Croſs, whilſt they are here. They are bis 
choice Veſſels, and therefore he will refine 
them in theFurnace of affliction, 7/a.4.8. 10. 
that they may be purged from their droſs. Ma- 
ny are the troubles of the Righteous, Pſal. 
34. 19. We muſt through much tribulati- 
on enter into the Kingdom of God, Atts 
I4. 22. Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer perſecution, 
2 T wn. 3.12, Now true Chriftian Patience 
makes us ready and willing to ſubmit and give 
A 3 "Pp 


To the Chriftian Reader. 


up our ſelves to God, in reference to ſuch a 
sFbenſation ( however ungrareful it be to 
fleſh and blood ) to be wholy at his difpoſe : 
Here Jam / ſaith David.) let him do to 
me as ſeemeth good unto him, 2 Sam. 15, 
26. And ſo in the Prophet, which was exatt- 
? fulfilled in Chriſt, | gave my back to the 
Smiters, Cc. Iſa. 50.6. with Mat. 26.27. 
Ie alſo belps ws to prefit by the Rod. It ſtills 
that quarrellouſneſs of Fpirit, that binders the 
kindly working of afflictions, that they bring 
not forth the peaceavle fruit of Righteoul- 
_ neſs, unto them that are exerciſed by 
'them, Heb. 12.11. Patience makes us con- 
rent to have our Sores ſearched to the bottome, 
to have them opened with the Tents of our | 
wiſe and heſt Chyrargeon, to have the dead 
fleſh conſumed with his Corroſives,and to let his 
ſmarting Plaiſters ly on, till they be throughly 
healed. If we need a ſtrong Purgation, or to 
be continued in a Courſe of Phyſick, long, bow- 
ever it may put us to pain, and make us very 
fick for 4 time, ' yet Patience makes us willing 
to abide it ;, tt being the way of God, the beſ# 
of Phyſitians, to cure us of our Siritual Ma- 
ladies, Fleſh and blood would have corrupts- 
on favoured, and tenderly dealt with, deſires 
eaſe, pleaſure, fulneſs , plenty, and what is 
gonrenting unto ſenſe. But Patience, that us 


of 
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.Tothe Chriftian Reader. 
of a right lamp, 1s willing to berid of fin 
chop xn i hs, thongh.we ſmart for it 
and be croſſed inthat which we naturally moſh 
affeit.: When God caſts us into the Furnace of 
affliction, fleſh and blood-would be quickly out; 
but Patience makgs us willing 10 abide thergsy, 
till our droſs be purged from us. And theres 
no kind of. afflittion, that it 15 ftartled at,, 'ar 
ſbrinks back, for ; be the affliction tn the Body, 
or in the Name, or um the Eſtate, or inthe: 
Friends : nay let the affliction be in the Soul, 
that '#s of. all other affliutsons.the keeneſt and 
ſharpeſt ;-let tbe affiiution come from God im- 
medzately, er let men be the Inſtruments of it. 
It can. brook the unkinaneſſes of Fritnas, the 
batred and-oppoſition of Foes: the aisfauonr,, 
and fromnino countenances of great ones, the: 
contempt and ſcorni ng of the abjett, which yet 
was breter unto [ob, that-mirrour of 'Pati- 
ence; Job 30.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, &, &c. 1t ſatts 
calmly through all Seas, let the winds be: 
never ſo:loud , though the waters thereof 
roare» and be troubled; though-che Mgeun- 
taias ſhake with the ſwelling thereof; Pſal. 
46. 3+ andinthe midſt of the greateſt contuſ- 
{ions," and moſt terrible Earthquakes, remains 
unſbaken, \ poſs: (ſi17 ſweet | quietneſ5 within, 
when there.are the greateſt ſtirrs abroad. Ie 
4 ſo far from being turned back, by the Croſr, 
4 & -aS,- id Ib 


Tothe Clhrifiian Reader. 
that it therobp gapbens flrenghh : and 'themore 
it's Bxerciſed, "ho wore: it grows. Tribula- 
tion, furb Paul, workerh Patience, Rome. 
5: 33-umdl fo re doth the trying of 
our: Faith,” Jam. bil \ 1 more the 

rebons are,. CF of-the longeſt, contenuance, 
pang Partence 45 Oy the more per- 
firoted. tt is the great ylory of this noble 
Gvace, that the more-5s laid upon it, the more 
ran bear ; and as afflickions are 'lengrhued 
farth, ſor ors ſtretcheth forth u ſelf, for to 
dna, A nd therefore, 'no wondty, though it 
make the oe renowned, that excelled in 
Te Job's effiiFions were great, and extraore 
dinay ; and the rare and matchlefs Patience 
(of we ſpeaks the Patience ef a wieer man ) 
that nmr exerciſed under them, will make bim 
fianrorr to the World; and whilſt that; ftand: 
on yecord ( as iemult do for ever ) which us 
wrirtes of bim, You have heard of Pati- 
ence of Job, his rare and incomparable Pa: 
rience, This was that, which Crowned the 
Alaxtyrs of 6 old, and of latter times, with ex- 
cretlins great plovy » and did win that credit to 
the Truth, for which they ſuffered, that thereby 
rhei moſt malicious Adverſaries were exceed- 
anoly confounded; Strangers to the Truth, and 
Ways of 'God, brought over tobe in love with 
that Religion, that bred up i the fincere imbra- 


cers 


Ta the/Chriſtian}Reader. 

cers of it, unto ſuch invincuble Patience, ty 
under the greateſt kind of ſufferings they mans. 
feſted; the. owners of the truth of all ſores, 
both weak and ſtrong, were thereby maryel- 
louſly confirmed and ftrengebned » and the 
wouths of the moſt ob/txnaxe Enemes ſtopped, 
by the wonderful Patience of thoſemeck lambs 
of Chriſt, that_ yielded themſelves with [@ 
much chearfufneſs to bear ,- and that withe 
out murwuring , the maſt exquiſite Toys 
tures that Hell could wnv-nt. 

Je 45 recorded, as ſor the. Credit of that 
Faith which they profeſſed, ſo for the ever 
laſting Renown of theſe moſt Noble Worthies, 
who were killed by the Beaſt, te whtho was it 
giyen to: make War with the S2i!:cs, and 
over-come them, and whe in expeitation of 
a glorious Iſſue out of all their Suferings, did 
Exerciſe wmcredible Faith and Patience ; 
Here is the Patience and. Faith of the 
Saints. Jt # a gloſs, which ( 1 think.) the 
Text will hear, the great Suiferings, they 
under-went, was, as the matter about 
which their Patience and Faith was Exer- 
ciſed, fo that whereby thoſe Graces were 
exceedingly commended : As on the gon- 
trar), Murmiring , Complaining, Unqui- 
etneſs, and Impatience , under the Croſs, 
ſtains the Glory of Men's Sufferings, let the 
| Cauſe 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
Cauſe for which they Suffer be never ſo plors- 
ous; to ſay nothing, how it robs them of. that 
Comfort and reward of their $ ufferings, that 
otherwiſe, they might enjoy. 

But this Patience that brings ſuch glory to 
God, and comfort to the Sufferers, u not 4 
Flower that grows tn every Garden, much 
leſs is it to be found in the Heathy Wilderneſs, 
or barren Deſart. It i that, which the Hea- 
then Philoſophers were ſtrangers to, although 
by the glimmering Lipht of Nataire; they drſ- 
courſed ſuch things about Patience, as may be 
the ſhame of many Chriſtians: But they be- 
#ng deſtitute, both of the Light of God's word, 
and the Light of Faith , it could neither be 
Tauohbt, nor Learned, in any of theer Mo- 
ral Schools. It ts that, which: o'. Natural 
Alan bath any ſhare of, however accomplifhed 
with the rareſt parts, and moſt excellent cn- 
dowments, both Natural ard: Acquired, that 
Nature can poſſibly reach to; not any formal 
Profeſſor , or plorymng Hypocrue , -whatever 
common gifts of the Spirit he bath attained 
un. No, the true proper Seat of this rare, 
and moſt excellent Grace, # onely the Gra» 
cious, and Sanctined Soul ; that having been 
powerfully awakened by the' Law Miniſtry , 
been wmlightned, and throughly. convinced of 
s's /inſulneſs, of the Juſt deſert of Hell, and 

EVer- 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


everlaſting Torments, doth readily ackyows 
ledge, that whatever falls ſhort of this, s 
Mercy ; and therefore ſees, there 1s no cauſe 
to murmur, though it meet with a deluge 0 
Afſflitions in this World, though deep call 
unto deep at the noiſe of God's water- 
ſpouts, though all his Waves and Billows 
go over it, Pſal. 42.7. And not onely ſo, 
but having alſs embraced the Lord Jeſus, 
in the free offer and tender of him in the Goſ- 

el, in the Arms of it's Faith; and now 
apprehending God cthreugh him, to be arecon- 
ciled Father, and all the exceeding great 
and precious promiſes, 2 Pet. I. 4. made 
in God's bleſſed Beok.. for the ſupport and com- 
fort of the Eleft, to belong to it, and laying 


claim to them all as it's own; and having for 


it's ſtay,” in the midſ# of thoſe Waves and 
Billows, with which it may be toſſed , whilſt 
it is on the Sea of this World , Caſt Anchor 
in Heaven upon Chriſt, that ſure and unmo- 
vable Rock,,, by a true, firm, and lively 
Hope, which Hope #t hath, as an Anchor 
of the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, Heb. 
6. 19. it can now lift up the Head, and qui- 
etly endure the greateſt florm, in aſſured ex- 
pettation, that it ſhall e're long arrive at 4 
ſafe Harbour ;, and being thus furniſhed with 
the ſhoves of Patience, or the preparation -4 

fog 
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#he Goſpel of Peace, it can gothrough Bryars 


and T horns, yea, trample upon the ſharpeſt 


Rocks, or rougheſt and hardeſt ſtones that are 
init 5 Wa). 
And this is the Patience, that is Treated 


on, bymy Reverend and Godly Brother, in 


the enſuing Diſcowſe; Wherein' thou haſt , 
C good Reader ) the Nature of this ſo Ex- 
_Cellent a Grace plainly opened, the Neceſſity 

and Uſefulneſs thereof in ſevrral weighty Ca- 
ſes ſhewed, and the Prattuce of it ſolidly and 
ſoundly urged. But the profitable and whole- 
ſome pains, taken m the handling of this point, 


by the Author ( needing no commendation of 


mine ) will ſufficiently commend #t ſelf 20 
tby conſcience, 5f thou wilt take the pains to 

uſe it, and art willing to ſubmit thy ſelf to 
be euidel by God's Word, And therefore 
receive it with thavkfulneſs, peruſe it with d5- 
ligence , and prattice it with chearfulneſs. 
That this and all other Diſcourſes of this Na- 
erre, may be bleſſed by the God of all Grace , 
cothe helping us all to be tollowers of them, 
who through Faith and Patience Inherit the 
Promiſes, Heb. 6.12. 1s the hearty deſire 


aud Prayer of 
The unfeigned well-wiſher of thy beſt 


good, John Harriſon,Late Rector of 
Aſbton under line 1n Lancaſhire. 
A 
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A Table of the Method. 


Oherence | 
Senſe n of the Text ſhewed; 
Parts 
Doctrine Propounded, 
Proſecuted. 
Proſecuted, ana ſo 
i. Amplified; by way of 
Explication, 
Confirmation, 
_ ; 
2, Applyed, by way 0 
Raton! 
Reprehenſion, 
Exhortatiop. 


— 
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Another of the Matter. 


PrpmmonK 


A 
A 491 held his peace, whew yet one 
would wonder, his heart did hold; 
Abſence excludes not all Preſence, Epii4. 
dwiration the Overplus of ExpeQtation, 
Adverſity an Univerſity. D 


AfMiQ- 


The Table. 
AMiction, more than ordinery dazzles 
ſome meti. Brings upon the Stage. Is 
limited, How Treated, How to gain 
good conceit of it: 
B 
Bible, another not to be lookt for, 
Bonner, his Bragg, and Rage, 
C 


Cenſurers Ceſured. 

Chriſt not to be croſt. 

Covenant, an incomparable Cupboard. 

a notable Prayer-Topick. 

Counſel ill, an ill office, eſpecially from 
ſome hands, and at ſome times. 

Cowardiſe catching. 

D 
Dead not utterly Silenc'd. EP. 
E 

End of the Lord, what. It ended not in 7ob, 
What a Famous End. 

Enduring, what account to be mad of. 

Endurers Lovers, 

F. 

Faith a reſigning, appropriating, owned, 
Grace, quiskning Grace. 

Fear of being AMicted is-an evil Counfel.- 
ſer, Do's ill become God's People , ec: 
ſpecially ſvme of them. It is that, Ene- 

mics would have it at. And falls far 


ſhort 


| 


The Table. 
ſhort of being, as we ſhould be, Glad , 
Means and helps agatmtt it. 

Fear of Goda fear-freeing fear. The effects 

of it. Promiſes toit. Means & helps of it. 

G. 

Giants in Grace, it's a Grace to be, 

God takes' not his Children at the worſt. 
Is the doer of what we ſuffer, So gives 
tous, as he reſerves a property to hjm- 
ſelf. A God of Patience, Truth, Mercy, 
he is. A Portion that can never be ſpent. 

H. 

Honour God will his Honourers. 

Humility ends Honourably, 

Hope, Motives to it, and means of it. 

b 

Impatience unhits;for being any thing, or 
any where. 

Infirmity pardoned, and f(inccrity accepted, 
Job Aficted. Reſtored. 

Joy, and all Joy we ſhould count it, when 
we fall into divers Temptations. This 
we are both Precepted and Preſidented 

into. L. 

Life oppoſed ſometimes to Adverfity, oft 
to Death; 

Love has broad ſhoulders, No Love loſt. 

M. 

Maſters and Servants both oblig'd to 

pleaſe 


The Table. 
pleaſe the Maſter in Heaven. | 
Neceſſaries there are Spiritual ; and theſe | 

are the eſpecial. | 
Patience what it is. What ſpeaks it Fa- | 
mous: What it do's. What Company | 
it keeps. What Recomipence it receives. | 
Care to be had of it. = 


Quietneſs, what it refers to. 
W hat to be Judged by. 
S 


Scorning comes away by Men in three ſad 
things. | | | 


Shamers ſham'd. Covering with ſhame, | 


what it ſignifies; | 
Suffering, all is not Patience. Bare Suffer- | 
ing will not ſerve. Suffering: for Chriſt | 
is an high Setvice , but withal an high | 
Favour, The belt Suffeters are hot fin- | 
leſs. Chriſtian Sufferers are a camfott 
and credit to their Friends. 
W. 
Worldlings are Blindlings. - -.:- 
Wiititig deceive diſtatice: Ep. 


THE 
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Excellency, Neceſsity, 
| and Uſefulneſs of 


PATIENCE: 


— 


HEBREWS X. XXXVL 


| For ye bave need of Patzence. 


_—_— td - : w —_ 


TPO Ages have been ſo calm to ſeri- 
DH S ous Chriſtiaris as not to call for 
DN Þ). ſuffering Graces; amongſt which 
JWND Patience is not the leaſt, nor ſhall 
SEW I ſay more for ſuiting the Texf 
unto the Times + As for the Text in Order to * 
the Context, part it-is of ſuch a Chapter as 
conlifts of two general parts, a Doctrine and 
the Uſe ; the Doctrine is-in the eighteen lead- 
TV B | 


ig 


2. -. The Excellanty, Neeeſfity, 
ing Verſes, and concerns Sacrifice, Chriſt's 
Sacrifice, the Efficacy of it, and the Excel- 
lency of it above the Legal Sacrifices :' The 
Uſe 'is'in 'all the reſt of the Verſes, aod an 
uſe of Exhortation it is, unto ſeveral things, 
and amongſt other, uhto Chriſtian Conſtancy. 
This Exhortation 4s propounded in the 2 «ohh 
Let ws hold faſt... ] Rep and wittradvan. 
tagein the'3 Caſe not ana) your Confidence --] 
and Reſumed, under *arniothet Expreſſion, to 
wit, of Patience; here in'the Text p- where 
Paticnce.is at once, both Tacitelie Exhorted 
to, and Apertly Argued for, .even from the 
uſefulneſs of it, Te have need of Patience | 
This for Coh@rence.. | 

Then as to Senſe, 

For ] A Caſual Particle this i is, rendring 

a Reaſon of the Repeated Exhortafion, in the 
fore-going Verſe! 
Te] What manner of Perſons are ſpoken 

of, or to, appears by the 34. v. where the A- 
poſtle ſayes, they knew in themſelves, that 
they had'in Heaven a better and an enduring 
Subſtance ] Sure, they were Holy, that were 
ſo ſure of being Happy ! 

Have need ] One upon the place takes ood 
notice that it is not ſaid, It would do well, 'or, 
it were convenient to have it. But ye have 


mea. ] a'man has need of meat, a Warfaring 
man 


= — — — —— —— —— 
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an 29/efolneſs of Patience: 2Z 


man of GORPIETs and a good man of 


Patienfo." 
Patience ] immu yy Greek word is, 


and is Compounded of.twoſuch wards, as 
help us well to underſtand Patience, ones 
a- Prepoſition, da, which-fignities thuder , 


- and ſuppoſes a Chriftian under the Yoke; 


under a Burden, to be ſomeway or other 
put to't; The other isa Veab, ave; which 
is to Abide, -to ſtand. one's grand : Pati- 
cence is-Q ſticking to't,- when we are. put 
toit, But of Parience, what it 1s, more 
largely by and by. Thus for Cilldrencs 
and Senſe, 

In the next place, as to. Parts, The? Text 
does readily:-rclieve a CENINEY 4 

Here is; | 

I. The Perſons, in the Pronoun, Te. ] 

2. The Concernment of the Perſons " 
Have need.'Þ '' | 

3. The Matter of concernment. of 


Patience, Jt 
From theſe three. Parts I ſhall commend 


to you onely, one Doctrinat Prepokition , 
which i is Rey this, That 


EX he, Patience 


3 The Eicelewy; Weceſſty 
| Patience i 7 needful for God's People. 


> Or, The Saints have need of Pati- 


ence. 

In proſecution of this Prepoſition I ſhall 

ſct my ſelf, 
1. To Amplifie, 

And 2:i:'To A pply 1 ik, 

\:Fhe Amlibcation will conſiſt, 

2. Of Explication, and ſo I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew, 

. x. . What Patience is, 

And 2. How it is needful. 

2:For'the firſt, what Patience is, 

Now becauſe the: Negative may prepare 
the way for the Affirmative, give: me leave 
firlt to ſpeak ſomething of, what Patience 
4s not ; 

I. Stupidity, that's not Patience. Con- 
ſherudo _ fenſum, Carnal People, what 
are they uY'd to, they have no feeling of, 
like. Porters , ' who fnieg accuſtom'd to 
Burdens, make nothing of them. When 
you look the 5. of Zam. 16. you'l ſee that 
Patience, and ſuffering Affliction go hand 
in hand : Not ſimply being afflicted, but 
ſuffering Affliction, 


Tp Pettinacy is not Patience, Lord, oy” x 
c 


end Uſefulneſs of Patiehers 5 

the Prophet in the 26 of Eſay 11: Thy 
hand 5: lifted up, but they will ngt ſee 7] Yea, 
there are, that ſing, and drink, and,Rant 
Care away, Eſay 5. 11,12, are theſe 'Pa- 
tient ? 
3. Nor is vain-glory Patience , when 
Diogenes ſtood naked, embracing an heap 
of ſnow, one of the SpeCtators,wiſer than 
the reſt, asked if he would do ſo, if he 
had none to behold him? The Preacher , 
in the 7 Eccleſ. 8. Oppeſes the Patient 1 
ſpirit, to the Proud in ſpirte. 

4. Neither is all ſilence Patience, it is 
ſaid of Nabal, in the 1 Sam. 25. 37. That 
when his Wife told him, what he had done, 
and what danger incurred, his heart dyed 
within him, and he became as a ſtone. We 
do not read of any ,OQut-curſes at that 
time, and yet he was generally noted for 
furiouſneſs; he 5s ſuch a Son of Belial, chat 
a man cannot ſpeak to him, ſayes one of the 
Young men to his Miſtreſs, at the 17. 
Verſe. | 

5. Nor is all ſoft ſpeech Patience, Cain, 
that was wroth, and very wroth, as you 
findin the 4 Gen. 5. yetinthe8, Talked 
with bis Brother Abel, in a Brotherly way, 
ſayes one, as he had wont to do. Diſimu- 


lans odinms, ſayes Tremellics, Indeed what 
B 3 talk 


6 The Extreleriey; Rieceffey; + 


talk Cai had, is not particularized z bat 


ifs evident, - fuck; as dtew Abet.into the 


Field, -and.1 cannot think he would: accept 
aThallenge.' i 2 4 

6. Neitheris all looking ſad any- more 
thanſpeaking ſoft, Patience ;- Secſt thou, 
ſayes the Lord to'Elijab, how Abab hum- 
bleth himſelf? 1 King. 21.29, And yet 
there was none like Abab that ſold himſelf 
to work wickedneſs, v. 25. There may 
be ſhews where not ſincerity of Humiliati- 
on, Yea, and there may be Worldly ſor- 
row ,. when not Godly. All true'Grief 
does not argue Grace, and ſo not in Parti- 
eular, this Grace of Patience. Was Ahab 
Srieved at the Sin he had committed ? Or, 
was he not troubled at the. Vengeance 
threatned ? Hine ille lachryme. 
.7, Nor is all forbearance of private Re- 
' venge Patience; qnany'a man holds his 
hands becauſe it is not a time to ſtrike; it 
1s not meekneſs, gentleneſs, that binds 
ſome to the good behaviour, but Policy, 
Sabtilty. They are but watching their 
Opportunity. Hear Eſau, in the 27 of 
Gen. 4.1. The dayes of mourning for my Fa- 
ther are at hand, then will I ſlay my Brother 
Jacob. Nondum Temp erat, ' He hopes 


to ſee a day, And truly it wag an odd 
time, 


and V ſefuineſs of: Patience. 7 
time, that he tells of, whoſo thinks .at it, 
will not eafily judge, whether he was a 
worſer Son or Brother. : 

8. Nor is all forgiveneſs, any more than 
forbearance, Patience; I may forgive him, 
ſay ſome, but I ſhalbnot forget him, now 
what a forgiving, I pray, is this ? It 1s 
not like the Lords, who is the God of Pa- 
tience, Rom. 15, 5. no, no, inthe 31 of 
Jer. 34. where he ſpeaks of forgiving, ne 
ſpeaks alſo of forgetting. I will forgive their 
Iniquity, and i will remember their ſin 10 
more, The God of Truth forgives indeed 
and in Truth ; but alas, ſome mens for- 
giving is no more but lip-labour ,” they 
ſpeak far from their heart, if it be ſeven 
years to come they can think on't, and be- 
come even with a man, though yet coming 
even is nothing, getting above were ſome- 
thing. I] mean, not to be over-come of 
evil, but to gvercome evil with good. I 
might have been larger in the Negative, 
but would not be long from the Affirma- 
tive. And therefore having ſhew'd, in ſome 
meaſure, what Patience is not, I goon to 
ſhew, 


What it 5. 
And I know not how to do this better , 


than by turning Patience toward the Ob- 
B 4 jects 
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jeQs that it eſpecially reſpeQeth, and they 
arc God, and Man, 

7. God, according to that, in the 37, 
Pſal. 7. Reſt in the Lord, and wait patient- 
ly for him. From this Scripture I ſhall take 
occaſion to expatiate,and ſhew that God 
docs Exerciſe his People's Patience divers 
wayes, and accordingly they approve their 

Patience. 2 

And firſt, He Exerciſes their Patience 
both as concerning 

His Providences, 

And Promiſes. 

Prawidences, both as concerning 

The Wicked, 

And Themſclves. 

And firſt, Themſelves. 

As when he afflicteth them; ſee the 12, 
Rom.12,. Patient in Tribulation. Thorough 
Tribulation, and much of it we muſt enter 
into the Kingdom of God, Aits 14. 22: 
The Kingdom of God is like to ſome great 
Houſe, that hath a rough deep way Icad- 
ing to it ; Chriſtzanus quaſi Crucianus. Theſe 
Tribularions come to ihe Pcople of God 
upon ſeveral Accounts, as Chaſtiſe ment, 
Tryal, manifeſtation of the Glory of God. 
But upon what account ſfoever they come, 
our part is Patience, which approves it 
ſelf, * bY 1, In 
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1. In not charging God fooliſhly, as we 
may ſee by Job, of whoſe Patience we 
have heard, 7ob 1. »/t. with James 5.11, 
Patience ſilences from Exception againſt 
the wiſdom of God, Truth, Goodneſs , 
Cc, 

2, In reſigning our ſelves freely to His 
diſpoſe, as we learn of the ſame Fob again, 
who, in the 2. 10. ſpeaks of Receiving 
evil. It 35 the Loyd, ſaid another, Let him 
ao what ſeemeth him good. « Yea, this is the 
Voice of Patience. 

Thus concerning themſelves, 

2. God Exerciſes his People's Patience 
with reſpect unto the Wicked. 

As when he forbearcth them; reſume 
the 37 Pſal. 7. Reſt inthe Lord, and wait 
patiently for him. Fret not thy ſelf becauſe 
of him, who proſpercth in his way ; be- 
cauſe of the man who bringeth wicked de- 
vices to paſs. Wicked men's Impunity,yea, 
Proſperity is often ſeen, ang this is ſach a 
fight, as good men have had much ado 
with; hear the Pſalmi/, in the 73. 2, 3. 
As for me, ſayes he , my feet were almo#t 

ONE, * 

Yea, but in ſuch a caſe, in ſuch an oc. 

currence we ſhould poſſeſs our Souls in Pa- 


tience, and we ſhall approve our ſelves ſa 
$0 90, 1. By 
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7. By avoiding, ſuch fins,” as are very 
incident to ſach ajuncurey as, ! | 
. 1, Fretting our ſelyes, when we render 
our. Condition uncomfortable; and our 


own Adverlity is the more Adverſity be. | 


cauſe of Wicked men's Proſperity. Ig 


this Patience? Is this to be content with | 


God's doing? Reviſe that 37 Pſal. 7, 


2. Envyiog them, when-again we ren. | 
der our Condition uncomfortable; and our 


own Proſperity is the leſs Proſperity, be 


cauſe of the wicked : Is this Patience? Is 
this to acquieſe in God's Dealings? Re- 


turn to that 37 Pſal. and compare the 7. 
with the 1. vexr(c. 

2. By plying ſuch Duties, that are oft 
much neglected in ſuch a time. As, 

. '1.- Reſting in the Lord. 

When we look beyond the wicked at 
God, and ſee enough in him to keep us 
from Querulouſneſs, Holineſs enough, ſo 
as He's far fram taking pleaſure in wick- 
edneſs, though for a while he ſuffer the 
wicked to take their pleaſures : * 

Power enough, ſo as though they pearch 
never ſo high, yet heean, when he will, 
take them an hole lower ; Wiſdom enough, 
ſo as he knows well, when to afflict them, 


and when the ſliding of their fect will be 
thought 
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thought as breaking of their Neck. Look 
again at the 37 Pſal. 7." . 

2. Waiting for bim, when we not onely, 
as before, look at the Lord, but alſo look 
for the Lord, as thoſe, that were perſwa- 
ded, that how ever itis, or may be with 
the wicked and the Righteous fora time, 
yet it ſhall be ill with the one, and well 
with the other. Once more mind that 37. 
Pſal. 7. 

I have done with Providences. 

2. God Exerciſes his PeoplE's Patience 
as concerning his Promiſes. 

For though it be very true, that he is the 
Amen , and they arc Yea and Amen; He 
cannot Lye, and they cannot fail. Yet it 
is alſo true, that God oft makes waiting 
men of his Servants ; yea, and ſometimes 
puts them upon long waiting too; Aire 
Eyes fail for thyWord, ſaying, when wilt 
thou comfort me ? the Pſalmiſts words in the 
I19. Pſal. 82. Burt if the. Lord ſhould put 
us to wait never ſo long, yet we ſhould 
patiently wait, and this we ſhall, If firſt, 
We limit not the Holy One of 7ſrae!, but 
are content he take his own time. Ilmpati- 
ence is preſumptuous, ſets God a day, and 
if he comes not within that time, gives 
over -looking for him : as we may ſce by 

him, 
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him, who ſaid, in the 2 King. 6. u/t, Whit 
ould I wait for the Lord any lonyey? 

2. If we leſſen not our Reſpects to the 
Promiſes, but embrace them, though we 
ſce them afar off. So they did who tho» 
rough Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes, Heb. 11. 13. CumG. 12, Let this 


_ ” — — 


Tuffice to have ſpoken of God, I go on to | 


Man, 
Who is another Object, that Patience 


reſpeCteth, as appears by the 1 Theſ.5.14. 
Be patient towara alt Men. 


, Now, Man Exerciſes a good Man's Pa- | 


tience, and accordingly the good man ap- | 


proves kis Patience divers wayes. By 

7. Unproficience, 

2. Infirmities. 

3. Injuries. 

4. Perſecutions. 

1. By Unpreficience, and thus Mini- 
ſters, amongſt others, have their Patience 
much Exerciſed ; ſee the 2 T wm. 2. 24,25, 


The Servant of the Lord muſt be Patient , in | 


meekneſs, inſtruiting thoſe that oppoſe theme 
elves. Some Pcrions are far from receive 
ing Inftruction, yea, but for all that the 
Inftructer ſhould be far from Impatience, 
And fo he ſhall thew hinaſelf to be by con- 
tinuing to Inſtruct, eremy in a Pet wag 

ready 


0? 
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ready to throw. all by ,- 20. 9. ; 
2. By Infirmities. _ 
And thus ſtrong Chriſtians have. their 


Patience Exerciſed by Weak, ſee the 15. 


Rom. 1. Where we read of the one bearing 
the Infirmitigs of the Aother. Children are 
weak, yea, more they are a,Burden; but 
yet who caſts ſuch a burden down ; and ſo 
weak Chriſtians are not to be caſt off; ng, 
but as we labour the ſtrengthning of weak 
Children, | ſo we ſhould the Edification of 
weak Chriſtians, though not in their weak- 
nefs; and'herc is our Patience. Conſider 
the firſt and ſecond Verſes there, 
3. By Injuries. | WEEN 
Now, injure us a man may either by do- 
ing undue things, or not dying due, | 
And both wayes he Exerciſes Paticnce... 
Andfarſt, when he does not what is due. 
According to that, in the 18. Y4at.29. Have 
Patience with me, and 1 will pay thee all. Lett 
ding is next to giving, and yet what ill 
Debtors ſome arc, the Proverb ſpeaks 
which ſayes, of ſuch we.muft take rough 
Oats. Indeed all are not ſo, ſome would 
pay, if they had it, and are as much trou- 
bled as youthat you are, without.itz But 
too many there be, that care not how much 
of other men's Gods they gct into their 
| hands, 
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hands, of: when you can get tieither good 
moneys, nor good words. 'Theſe. have - 
no ſhame, But yet you muſt have Patience, -| 
which conſiſts much in the forbearing' of 
unmerciful threats and Executions Soike | F 
Creditors-are-heard to ſay, they' make| -. 
-Dice of their Debtors Bones, but this is 
not the-voyce of Patience. The Antitheſis| 5 
1s notable, in the 1 7m. 3.3. Not greed)| . 1 
of filthy lucre, but Patient. | : 
' ®. When he does what is undue; as we| 2 
may perceive by the 1 Pet. 2. 20. where it 
is ſaid to Servants, If when ye do well, and 
ſuffer for it, ye take #t patiently, this is accep-. 
table with God. What undeſerved words 
and blows ſome Servants have from ſome 
Maſters, is of notorious cogniſance. Alas! | 
ſome Maſters are Servants, are Slaves to | 
their Paſſions, Corruptions; ſome Maſters ' 
are ſeldom their own men, are rather Beaſts # 
than Men, ſo as the Servants of ſuch had : 
need of Patience, which will expreſs it ſelf | 
well | 
D *Fo remembring that Maſters are Mafters 
for all their frowardneſs; ſee that-1 Pet. 2, 
20. cum 18. Patient Servants ſuffer not 0 
themſelves to be flowted or buffeted out of | 
their Subjection , and into Anſwering ba 


azain. 
Mo 4. And 
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' 4: Andlaſtly , By 'Perfecutions ; 'when 
Religionia-a64he bottom of ill uſage. Al, 


ayes the Apoſtle, in the 2 7im.. 3. 12. that 


will line godly #2 Chriſt 7/15, ſhall ſuffer Pex- 


ſacation;, and compare this'with the 21. of 


"Lotks 17, t99'Te ſhall be hated of all wen for 


my Names ſake *--- In your, Patience poſſeſs ye 
your Souls. Ah 'ordinary way: Perſecution 


| 2s and has been of Exerciſing Patience, and 


a broad way too; 1 mean, There are ſeve- 
ral forts-of Perſecuttons; as,. 

++.2, .Fafe Perſecution, Goadlineſs ſhould 
neither be lightly -nor ſourly loekt on; it is 
well known from the 1 Fohr 3..12. whata 
a Perfecutor Cas was,and one thing, which 
the Lord dacs, amongſt other things, call 
him to account for, is that ſour look of his, 
Gen. 4.. 6. | ; 

2.. Tongue-Perſecution : for though 
ſome ſay, -words are but wind , and no 
great matter; Yet He, whois the Truth, 
makes a.great:matter of them, inthe 5.. of 
Mat. 11,12: So Perſecuted they the Prophets 
which were befare you. Doe'she ſay, fo Re- 
viled they ? So they ſpake evil and falſly 
of He.ſayes, So Perſecuted they. 

'3. Hand-Perſecution : When violent 
hands are laid either upon the Perſon or 
Subſtance of good men, Cazn ſlew his 

Brother, 
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'Brother, wy St. John, in that 1.3, 12; and 
Wherefore ſlew he him ? Becauſe his own 
:Works were evil, and his Brothers Righ- 
teous. This was Arch-Perſecution indeed, 
that proceeded unto Blood, one calls Caie | 
the Devils Patriarch, and Aba the Church: | 
es Proto-Martyr, 3. B2-.0594-1 
I might have ſpoken of Foot-Perſecuti. | 
.on, when Men-trudge up and down to ſet 
good People in ſorrow ; Sanl-like, who af. 
terwards, becoming a Paul, reports what 
a Perſecutor he had been ; Afs 9. 1. Cum 
26. 11, Head-Perſecution, when men take ' 
or give counſel againſt the Righteous, Pſal. | 
83. 3,4, 5. ButI haſten to. ſhew how Pa 
tience is ſhewed in ſuch a caſe : Why, '_ 
1. When weare not over-come of evil. | 
One diſcontent over-comes another, when 
he reaſons him' into his own Opinion, .To 
lay as he ſays : and then do.a-good man's 
Enemies over-come him, when being Re 
vited heRevileth again ; returns one foul 
word or ſhrewd turn for another. Victory 
lyes quite another way than the. deceitful | 
heart does think ; many, if-they give men 
as whole as they bring, yet the laſt word, 
and the like conceit, they have gotten the 
day, whereas indeed, that while they loſe 


it, and are fo far from over-coming another 
as 


—— ———— 
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as they overc ome not then ſelves, Pia- 
tience, as'is plain by the -F'r: .nſcendent 
Pattern of Patience, the Lorc ff. rect 


teacheth, gn itend of revilin; rareatning, 
To commit vir {ies unto hs » that judgerts 
righteor/lv, 1 Pet. 2. 20, 21,23. 

2. Wien wr g0 on with what is good! 


Let us run with Partence, lays the Apoſtle, 
the Race thut is it fo! e 15 --=- Conſider 


him that 09.4+:re/! - -- leſt you be wearied and 
faint mm your mind, Þ. 'eb, 13.1,2.'3. 
wearied man {5 4995, a fainting perſon 


falls down, but tuc Patient keeps running, 
Patience, as I ſaid at the opening of the 
Greck word, Is a ft! cking toit, when WE 
are put to it. This for the, firſt point of 
Explication, olict Patrence 1s. 

2. How it is needful. AndI will heres 
a fore-ufher in the Affirmative by the Ne- 
gative, 'and fhew 

How it is not ne:dful. And I. Needful: 
it is not in the ſenſe of Onelinefs, ' as if 
Patience were All, that were needful for 
God's People. They have need alfo + 

1, Of Wiſdome. Behold, ſayes our 
Saviour, LF ſend ou forth as ſheep in'the- 
miaſt of Wolves, te ye therefore wiſe as Ser- 
pents, Mat. 10, 16, A man that is amongſt 
his Enemies, had need to look about him, 

C and 


and eſpecially amongſt ſubtil ones that 
are both cruel and crafty. 
2. Faith, which may overcome the 
World. We know who ſayes, Above all 
take the Shield of Faith, Eph, 6.46. Faith 
isa Victorious Grace, and the Church is 
truly Militant. 
3. Humility. 1 Pet. 5. 5. One thing 
commonly objected by carnal People a- 
paint God's People is Pride, that they 
take too much upon them, over-value 
themſelves, under-value others. But by 
being Cloathed with Humility, they ſhall 
cut off occaſion from them that ſeck ocs 
calion. 
4+ Love, 7ude's Ep, 21.v. Both the 
Love, wherewith God is Loved, for they 
mgy come ta be try'd, what they 'ldo and 


ſuffer for him, Now, Love is ſtrong as | 


Death, would be loath to leave, Cart. 8, 
6.7And the Love wherewith he doth Love, 
for no ſooner is a good man caſt down, bur 
the World is ready to ſay, he's caſt off, 
Pſal, 71, 11, and again, the Senſe of 
God's Love would ſct us above the worlds 
hatred, even as we call it day , the Sun 
being up, though never a Star appear, 
Pſal. 1cg. 28, 

Sundry othey Graces I might have men- 
tioned, 
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tioned, bur this for the firſt branch of the 
Negative. 
2. As Patience is not needful in the ſenſe 
, of Onelineſs, ſo nor of 
Abſence, as if God's People had it not 
H---6 all; like as we ſay ofÞoor People that 
they need Moneys, Cloaths, &c. when 
they have not theſe things. No, no, Of 
* | bis fulneſs have we all Received, and Grace 
| for Grace, John 1. 16, A Child that 1s 
| New-born, has all the parts of a Man, ſo 
isit with one that is born again: and fo 
| you read of your Patience as well as your 
Souls in Luke 21. 19. This be ſpoken upon 
{ the Negative part. 
| I goon to the Affirmative, 
| How Patience « ncedful, why ! 
| I. In regard of the Exerciſe of it, ac- 
' _ cordingly as you xead, Zames 1.4. Of 
the Work of Patience. A Souldier, that has 
| Armour, yet had need to take it to him , 
| putit on, uſe it, There's need that Pati- 
z; encebeat Work. Being is one thing, and 
| Working another. Talents muſt be Tra- 
ded with, | 
2, In regard of Occafions, occaſions 
forit, which are many, and very many : 
For, beſides what has been ſaid of Who 
and What there is to Excrciſe Patience : 
C 2 Con- 
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Confider, whether we can cither do,.or 
ſuffer well withoutit; and 

1. Dowell. The Apoſtle, in Rom. 2. 
7. ſpeaks of Patient continuance in well- 
doing. It is not enough to bevin in the Spi- 
rit, but continueWe muſt, and how can 
we do this without Patience? The rather 
if we conſider, what's done againſt well- 
doing, it is not with the Chriſtian Race, + 
2s with another ; another has uſually room 
and fair play, men would be aſhamed to 
ſtand in the Runners way, to lay hands on 
him, or the like; yea, bur in this too 
many are neither aſhamed nor afraid,[ and 
they might be both. ] 

To do, as the Devil did by Paxl, once 
and again hinder nothing, but if foul turns, 
or foul words will hinder; ſo as the Apo- 
{tle might well ſay, Heb. 12.1. Let us 
run with Patience. Thus for well-doing. 

2. Patience is requiſite to well;ſuffering. 
Hear St. Peter, in 1. 2.20. If when ye 
do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it Pattently, 
this is acceptable with God, God takes ac- 
ceptably our taking Patience, not barely 
taking, but Patiently taking ; Some take 
careleſsly, ſome diſcontentedly --- few 
Patiently, and ſo few Acceptably. I have 
done with Explication, 

| The 
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The ſecond part of the Amplification 
will be 

Confirmation, and will conſiſt of Similiar 
Scriptures, and Scriptural Reaſons, And 

7. Scriptures, for that Patience 1s need- 
ful for God's people, is a frequent intima- 
tion of the Spirit of God, in the Word of 
God! See Luke 21. 16, 19. Te ſhall be ha- 
ted of all men for my Names ſake-- In your 
Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls, A Scripture 
this is, which do's at once ſpeak the uſe, 
and advantage of Patience. By tte help 
of Patiencence a good man may enjoy 
himſelf, when, poſſibly, he has lircle elſe 
to enjoy ! Alſo, ſee fam. 1.4. Let Patience 
have her perfett work_, that ye may be perfett 
and entire, wanting nothing. What an im- 
perfect man is an [mpatient man? As al. 
ſo ſee Col. 1.9, 11. We do not ceaſe to pray 


for you-- That ye might be ſtrengthned with 


all mxgbt according to his glorious power, unto 
all Patience. Mark, my Brethren ! Pati- 
ence, and all Patience, and ſtrengthned 
thereunto ! Patjence is no weakneſs in us, 
nor can we have too much of Patience ! A- 
gain, See Heb. 12. 1. Let us run with Pa- 
rience the Race that is ſet before us. The 
Race, which is of the Lord's ſetting rc- 
quires Patience : Indeed the Race, that 

C } *the 
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the World, Fleſh, Devil ſets before us, has 
no ſuch rubs and ſnubs. The Race of In- 
temperance, Uncleanneſs ;- a man's own 
naughty heart, and other naughty parts 
do like well enough! And yct again, ſee 
Roy. 12.12. Be Patient in Tribulation. To. 
gether with 2 Tim. 2. 24. The Servant of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but — be Patient. 
I might have added Tt. 2. 1,2. Speak tbou 
the things which beeome ſound Dottrine, that 
the Aged men be ſound — in Patience. Onc 
point of ſound Doctrine is ſoundneſs in 
Patience. Ye have heard of the Patience 
of Fob, 7am. F. 11." Of the Meekneſs of 
Moſes, Numb. 12.3. David tells us, 
That he was dumb, and opened not his mouth, 
Pſal. 39.9. And I might tell you of the 
ſame David, how that upon occaſion, he 
made that an Argument for, which was 
cven an exerciſe of Patience in 2 Sam.16. 
11. Ay Son, ſais he, which came forth of 
my bowels  ſeeketh my life : how much more 
may this Benjamite doit ? Yea, I might tell 
you of Head, as well as Members, that 
as a ſheep before her ſhearcfs is dumb, ſo he 
opened not his mouth, Iſa. 53.7. Indeed he 
was not dumb as a Shepherd before the 
ſheep, there was his diligence; but as a 
Shcep before the Shearer, there was his 

Patt- 
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Patience, I ceaſe from Scriptures, and 
proceed to Reaſons. The Doctrine is Rea. 
ſonable from divers Topicks. As, 

1.. From the Adjun : for Conſider. 

1, The Reſembledneſs of Patience ; 
this argues the ncedfulneſs of it, A Soldi- 
er had need of compleat Armor : and while 
all parts had nced to be well guarded, ſure, 
the Feet and Leggs ate not to be negle(t- 
ed : who goes to War bare-footed ? bare- 
legg'd ? Well, the Church of God in this 
World is truly-Militant, as I have ſaid; 
and accordingly there's whole Armour for 
them. In that famous place, Zph. 6. 13. 
— and one piece thereamong ſt, ts the prepara- 
tion of the Goſpel of Peace. Now this piece 
of Harneſs a Godly-learned 
Man conceives to be Pati- Dr. Gouge. 
ence, called Preparation ; 
becauſe a Chriſtian is prepared. to go on, 
what ever comes. Even as a man, that's 
well ſhodd, is well fitted for treading upon 
Stones, Thorns, I am not un» 
knowing, that others underſtand the place 
and phraſe otherwiſe; as alſo the Learns 
ed Man himſelf takes notice, and takes 
pains in anſwering of them, 

2, Thatit's Prayed for. This again ar- 
gues the needfulne's of Patienc?, Holy 
C 4 Men 
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Men of God cov]! tell weil. co1d they 
not? how to £9 to Cod for the People: 
now whoſo-ver |h-4 beard the Apdſtle 
at Prayer, m.:t have neard Vim ſpeaking 
to this very — We ceaſe nit, 5515 he, 
zo pray for you, ana t0 deſire, tht ye might 
be filled with the knowledy of bee Will —- 
Strengthned with mc br ac: orains to ras plo- 
rious Power, unto all P.itience, Co!. 1. 9,1, 
No doubt they had great uſe for, what 
the good man wiſh'd them ſo much of! 

3. The Cecngratulatedneſ; of it! We 
glory, Tais the ſame Aroſfile in another 
place, 2 The. 1.4. #n you, in the Chr _ 
of Goa for your Patience — in «ll your Per- 
ſecutions and Tribulations, that ve @ ef 
Moly Men of God were 212d to !ce their 
Prayers, what they much deſired, as you 
heard, they accordinely de lighted in even 
to glorying. 

4, Tnec Preſledneſs of it. As Patience is 
a frequent errand of the Spirit in the word, 
as has been ſhewed; o alſo a Fervent, wit- 
neſs both Words and Things. 

And that Words; ſor what a Word is 
that? in 1 Tim. 6. 11. Thoxs, O AMan of 
Goa, follow after Patience. The Greek. 
worddo's fignitie Ezgerly to purſue, and 
is the ſame. by which Perſecution 1s ex- 

preſt ; 


- *< 
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preſt; a Perſecutor follows after with a 


witneſs, 
2. As for thinzs, Why! Whereas Ex- 


amples are grea: Incentives, what Patterns 
of Patience are th erc (ct before us? Take 
Mm Brethren the Prophets, ſaith St. James, 
8 chap. 5. ver). 10. and, Ye have beard of 
the Patience of ob, verſ, 11, When a 
Schoolmaſter wou' i 0111ck 1-UP a Scho- 
Jar, he tells him of another ; and I beſeech 
ov, How arc we provo!ced unto Puit- 
ence ? ind Ali Patiencc, by all that Mzct- 
neſs, wl.ich the anticnc Servants of Ged 
are ſo famouſed for ? Truth 1s, we arc at 

once Provoked, and Prevented. And, 
1. Prevenied. For whereas we are wont 
to ſay, [cannot put this up, Ican never Lear 
;ir,-- No? How did others ? Did thoy not 
bear? Did not they put up? And +: not 
the ſame Lzrd over all, Rich unto all that 
call upon him ? Rom 10. 12. DM not we 
forſake our own Mercy, we might do 
worthily in Ephrata as well as others have 

done. | 

2, Provoked ! For, Why? Can you 
ſay why we ſhould not be Followers of 
them, who through Faith, and Patience, in- 
berit the Promiſes ? Heb. 6.12.-It's p00d 
following them, that have led to Heaven ; 
and 


_ 
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and it were, as appears there by the Co. 


herence, Sloathfulneſs to do otherwiſe; 
yea ſay, if it were not ſillineſs, as well as 
Sloathfulneſs, 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, Conſider the Pro. 
fcſledneſs of Patience, Thou haſt ſully,ſays 
Paul to Timothy, inthe 2. 3.10. manner 
of Life, long ſuffering , Charity, Patience, 


The Apoſtle, as is evident by what ante- 


ceds, had good occaſion of giving account 


of himſelf, and bne part of the CharaCt- 


ct, as you hear is Patsence a very neceſla- 
ry part, for he ſpeaks twice to it, Long- 
ſuffering, Patience, This, which at ano- 
ther time, he gloried in others for, he now 
modeſtly owns himſelf to, yea, appeals 
to Timothy for Truth and Proof of. Sure, 
Patience is needful for God's People, 
when they were ſo careful ſome to clear 
up theirs. You have the firſt Argument; 


a ſecondifollows from the Effect, for eon- | 
{der the Feats and Fruits of Patience, and 


ſo youll alſo conclude it's needfulneſs. 

17. We had need, had we not? to be 
onr own men ; nowcall to mind the wor s$ 
of our Lord, Luke 21.19. 1n your Patience 
poſſeſs Je your Souls. Patience keeps us in 
poſſeſlion of our ſelves, As by Faith we 
enjoy God, and by Love our RET! 

0 
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ſo by Patience our ſelves. And what an 
Advantage this is, I ſhall let you ſeeina 
Glaſs of Contraries, from Prov. 25, ult. 
He that bath no Rule over his own Spirit, us 
like a City that ts broken down , and without 
Walls, ſuch a City is 1n no capacity to rc- 
ſiſt an aſſault, bur the Enemy comeg*in at 
pleaſure, and does his pleaſure ; and ſuch 
a man keeps open Houſe for Temptation, 
for ſin. I remember what one ſayes of 
ſuch an one, that he is fit for no condition, 
fit neither to be poor nor rich, ſick nor 
well, fit neither to be at home nor a- 
broad. 

2. We had need, had wenot? To be 
expert men; Now, what ſayes the Apo- 
tle > Rom. 5. 3, 4. Tribulation worketh 
Patience , and Patience Experience, The 
ſick man, that's a Paticnt truly ſo called, 
and do's not wrangle either with Phyſitian 
or Potion, but obeys the-one, and uſes the 
other, he comes to know by good Proof 
the skilfulneſs of Phyſitian,and Sovereign- 
neſs of Potion, and is Capacitated both 
tor adviling others, and helping himſelf, 
upon occaſion; In like manner did we 
ſubmit to the wiſe diſpofing hand of God, 
it's not to ſay, what knowledge we might 
gain of God and of our ſelves, what Cor- 

dials 
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dials he has for his afflicted ones, what then 
Corruptions are in our own hearts, &c,| ©* 
which might be no ſmall profit both in our: 
own Caſes, and our Brethren's, ſee} * 


2 Cor. 1.4. w_ 

Tkirdly, and Laſtly, We had need ,| © 
had we not? To be Accompliſht men: | Y* 
Now, hear St. 7ames, inthe 1. 4. Le bt 
Patience have her perfett work, that ye may mi 
be perfett and entire , wantins nothing. An n 
impatient Mn is, as I have ſaid, an Im- | 
periect Man ; Patience do's much towards " 
the accompliſhing of us, and whether we | © 
be generally or ſpecially conſidered ; and f 


1. Generally, for we are to run the | 
Race that is ſect before us with Patience, | 
Heb. 12.1. 

I have already ſhewed, that we can nei- 
ther do well, nor ſuffer well without 
It. , 

2. Specially, I mean, in ſuch and ſuch 
a ſtation and Relation ; For, 

1, How will publick Perſons do with- 
out Patience ? You know what's ſaid of a 
Miniſter, in 2 Tim. 2. 24. The Ser- 
vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive , but be Pa- 
tient; who finds not by experience, that 
People will hear of any thing rather than 
their ſins? And from any, rather _ 

Nei 
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their Miniſters * Þuther ſaid weil, Preds- 


| care eft deritare --- To Preach i: (0 get the 


ill will of the World. Yea, bi: Patience 
is a good digeſter of diſcourtei;cs, of dif. 
couragements. nivew yvzie it 1, ti,e Cone 
coctive faculty of the Soul, as one ſayes 
well. And, my Brethren, wh.is Godly 
Miniſters, have ſuch need of FPaticuce : 
How, I pray, would Faithful Magittrates 
do without it ? For, do not Men hate 
him that rebuketh in the Gate ? Amos 5. 
10. Unrighteouſneſs has ſo many follow- 
ers and Friencs, Ob, the Oppreſſors, De- 
frauders -- there are wn the World, that Ju- 
ſtice is ſure of Encinics not a few, both 
Peter and 7uae do ſpeok of dignities being 
evil ſpoken of, 2 Pet. 2. 10. Jude 8. wv. 
Yea, ſayes the one, they are net afraid to 
ſpeak, evil, the Sword ot the Mouth will 
adventure upon thc mouth of the Sword. 
Thus for Publick Perſons. 

2. Patience 1s alſy very neceſſary for 
Private, whether 

1. They be Servants, for many Maſters, 
as I have been ſpeaking, are ill to deal 
with, ſo very ill to pleaſe, as a Servant 
cannot pleaſe them with well doing, 1 Pet. 
2, 20, Or, 

2. Sons, for many Fathers arc provo- 

king 
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king enough; as the intimation is ſtrong, 
in Eph. 6.4. Nitimur in vetitum, Alas, 
ungodly Fathers, that could like their 
Children better if they were not ſo well 


given, Unthrifty Fathers, that ſpend| 


what Children get, and Drink what they 
ſhould Eat. Or, | 

3. Wives, for many Husbands are bit. 
ter enough, Col. 3. 19. bitter in looks, 
Language, Carriage, being hardly fo 
much as bitter-ſweets. Or, 

Laſtly, to ſay no more, Strangers, for 
it's no ſtrange thing for Strangers to be 
ſtrangly uſed ; we ſpeak very properly, 
when we ſay of ſtrangers , That they are 


far from their Friends, Cocks on their | 
own Dung-hill commonly play Cocks of 


the Game. See Gen, 19. 9. Let this (uf. 
fice for Confirmation. 
I procecd to a third, which will be the 
laſt branch of the Amplification ; to wit, 
Vindication, or freeing of the Doctrine 
from ſuch Exceptions, as ſome would take 


toit; ſor, when I ſay, Paticnce is Need- | 
ful fer Gods People, they are ready to | 


ſay, 

1, Why, but Patie ice would Expoſe; 
and they have no necd of that, are they 
not already injured an1 opp:eſſed enough? 


+ »*%. 4 
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1 Anſwer. 

1. That ſome are indeed ſo baſe, as to 
abuſe the Meekneſs of good men, even 
as it is ordinary to go over at a low 

lace. But, 

2. Their Redeemer is ſtrong, the Lord 
of Hoſts is his name. See Pſal. 76. 9. God 


it-| aroſe to Judgment, to ſave all the Meck, of 


the Earth. Selah. .Jfoſes was a very meek 
man; Aaron and Afiram ſpake againſt 
him, and behold, they were ſodainly call'd 
to account, Numb. 12. 2.-- and where A- 
aron and Miram were Convented, how 
ſhould others think to be Conniv'd at ? 

Again, Gain-ſayers ſay. 

But, Zeal, ſure, rather than Patience 
were needful for God's People, being a 
people, that cannot but be ſenſible, what 
Abominatigns are ſtirring in ali Genera- 
tions, | | 

I Anſwer. They have need of both; 
and both did meet in Afoſes, whom | be- 
fore mentioned for, he, that was ſuch a 
Lambin his own Cauſe, did in the Cauſe 
of God approve himſelf a Lyon : witneſs 
the buſineſs of the Calf, in Exod. 32. 26. 
Moſes, ſais the Text, ſtood in the gate of 
the Camp, and ſaid, Who is on the Lords ſide? 
let hirs come unto me . 

3. And 
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3. And Laſtly ! They farther ſay. Pa- 
tience would but make mens word true, | 
that ſay, Such, as go by the name of God's 
people, arc the Cowaralett people in the 
world. 

1 Anſwer. | 

That ſome Men's tongues are no 
ſlander, Yea, it is welt |: nown, who laid, 
Wo rnto you when all men, ſhall ſpeak, well if 
Joi Luke 6. 26. 

2. Not he, whom the World, but the 
Word commendeth, 1s approved, "_ 
what ſais the Preachec? in Ecclef. 7 
The Patientin Spirit, 13 better than the Lats 
wm Spirit, The Patient man is the better 
man, whatever a Carnahiit ſais, or thinks! 

Hirtnerto by way of Amplification. I go | 
on to 

Application, and tne Doctrgne will be 
re of Uſe. And, 

. By way of 

Taſtrattion and Information. [ Theſe 
two | put to-*ther, becavie, as you'l per- 
ceive, 1 ſha'i bring them forth under one 
and the jm: Particle of Tranſition. ] 

If this ve thus, That Patience 15 Need- 
ſul for God's people. Then we learn, 

I. Whaata variety there is amongſt Ne- 


ccſlaries !' We uſe to tell of Neceflarics, 
and 


— 


CE 
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a and Neceffaries, and we do well; for ſo 
ve, doth the Apoſtle, in 74mer 2. 15, 16. If 
d'sl » Brother or Siſter be naked ahd deſtitute of 


the} daily Food, and one of you ſay unto them, be 
you warmed and filled, notwithſtanding you 


| give them not thoſe things which re ne- —_ 

no| roche Body, what doth ut profie 45 1t cannot 

id,  bedenyed, but tha*t:@eEnave need of Food 

of } and Raiment; "; ca, but we have alſomeed 

of Patience, The things needful to'the 

ac| Body are neither the onely, nor eſpecially 
OW | n,cedful things. 


8.| + The Soul excels the Body far enough, 
ud and therefore Soul-neceſlaries are the chief 
ter neceſſaries. My Brethren, to hear world- 
sS!| lingstalk, and ſee how they walk, a man 
g0 | wouldthink there were no necf{aries, but 


what the vile Body had need of; but,alas, 
be that's all the wit the World has. 

2, WeLearn, Of what Importance 
Patience is; for who but judges ſo of 0- 
ſe ther neceſlarics? [t is one of his Impoſtures, 


r- who deceiveth the whole World, to per- 
ne | {wade us, if he could, that no great reck- 

oning is to be made of Patience, for ei. 
d- | therthere will be no uſe for it, or no ad- 


vantage by it. And firſt, ſayes he, likely 
c- no Uſe: for what > Do's not God love his - 
S People? And will not Love look to them, 
nd D that 
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that; no evil ſhall-befall them? Such 
:Temptation, as this, David ſeems to have 
been over-taken- with, in, Pſal. 30. 6, 
7. 4 jardin my Pr oſpirity, 1 ſhall never be 
moved ; Lord, by thy Favour thou baft mad 
my Uountain to ſtand ftrong. | 
It {$ indeed true, that God's favour to | 
z his People 15, Mexiul, palling the love | 
either of Men or Won,)en. But it s alſo | 
rye, that whom the Lora ,7.fveth, he cha- 
Keneth, and thorough much trit,vlation 
we muſt enter into his Kingdom, Heb. .12. 
6. God had one Son without Sin, bu't 
what 'Son without ſorrow. | 

2. Sayes the Tempter, ſuppoſe Uſe, 
yet what Advantage could Patience be of? 
"The burden will be found upon your back, 
bear it as you will or can. 

Grant that, yet the Proverb's well 
known, What Remedy but Patience? Such 
a confeſled Remedy Patience is z neither 
thall 1 ſpare to ſay, that while a Patient 
Man has but one burthen upon his back ; | 
an impatient man has two, both his afflict- | 
i0n and his ſin: Yea, and impatience helps 
on the AfﬀiCtion, even as a Man that wran- |, 
gles with his Load, gets a galled back by 
the ſhift, And again, Impatience is ſo 
far from ridding of one Affi:Ction, as it 

pro- 
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procures more and greater, Limed Bizgs 
the more they ſtir, the more they are cn- 


tangled, ' OM 
Laſtly, we learn, what due matter of 


Labour , Prayer, and Praiſe Patience is, 
for ſo, you know, are other neceſlaries. 
And firſt, of Labour, durum telum Neceſ- 
ftas, Need makes the Naked to ſpin ; 
theſe hands have miniſtred unta my. Ne- 
ceſſities, ſaid Paul, Atts 20. 34. Neceſ- 
ſity has no Law. Thus it is with us Concer- 
ning outward Neceſſaries, rather than 
want, Labour and mcan Labour ſhall not 
be wanting. Oh then, what pains (ſhould 
be cook about Spirituals? - How diligent 
ought we to be in the uſe of means for ad- 
vance of Patience! Needful Patience? 
Thus for Labour. 

2. As for Prayer, our Lord hath taught 
us, in Adat. 6.11. Tobeg our daily Bread, 
and accordingly we do not content our 
ſelves, [ and we do well }] for the obtain- 
ing of Food and Raiment,to pull our hand 
out of our Boſome, put our hand to the 
Plough, but we alſo lift up our hands with 
our hearts, and labour to draw down a 
Bleſhng upon our Labours, and fndeed the 
Blefling of the Lord, it maketh Rich, as 
Solomon Emphatically expreſſeth it, in 

D 2 Proy 
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"Prov. 10. 22." Benedittio Domins ipſa dita- 
bit. Now, what? Do we goto Gu icr 


the things necdful to the Boay ? and ſhall | 


we not cry? andcry mightily for grea::r 


matters ? Greater Necefſarics? And, in 
particular, this needful Patience, ? ce | 
Mat. 6. 33. Shall we not go tothe Ged | 
of Patience? £0 his Title is, in Row. 15. 


Jy pray and weep over that poor p:t- | 


ce of Patience, which as yet we haie 
gained ? and ſay, Lord, thou that ſup- 
plyeſt my other needs, giving me Meat to 
cat, arc Raiment to pur on, ſupply , oh, 
ſupply me with this Grace of Patience, 
Fhus for Prayer. 
Thirdly,& Laftly,as for Praiſe. Why,my 


Brethren, we give God thanks for other | 


Neceſſaries, and do judge it a fin & thame 
for any not ſo to do. Yea, let but a Man 
like unto our felves, who without God 
could do nothing for us,help usin our need, 
fit us in our need, and oh, how thankful can 
we be! The needfulneſs then of Patience 
muſt needs be a great Obligation to thank- 
fulneſs, that the Lord has been graciouſly 


pleaſed in any meaſure to approve himſelf | 


unto us, and in us the God of Patience. 

Yea, and now when I ſhall ſhew you, 

How thankful ſome have been in _— 
| ha 
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half of 'others, it wilt be very conſequent? 
tial, what thanks every good man is botnd* 
to renner for himſelf. See 1 Thef. \1.\ 
2, 3. We give thanks to God alwayes for you 
all - - 'remembring without ceaſing your work 
of Faith, and Labour of Love , ana Patt- 
euce of * Hope. Hitherto the firſt Uſe. 
The Doctrine is profitable as to inſtruct, 


ſo alſo to 
: Rebuke, for if this be thus , That Patt- 
ence is needful for God's People , then. 
what blame is juſtly the Portion, +: © * 
' 1. Of Carnal Pcople? Upon twd 'ac- 
counts; the'one is Aſperſing, and the dther® 
is Abuſing of God's People's Patience ; 
and, # | 5 39” *1 
1, Aﬀperſing of it; For who upbraids 
others* with neceſſaries in other Kinds? 
Yea,' they ſay, it's a well-ſtored Hotſe'$ 
and yettheſe-men have no good woid for 
a well-(tored HeartY*-and with reference 
partictlarly unto PatiencE; ' this in"th&r 
mouths 15 no better-than Cowardife;*da-" 
ſardlineſs ,* dulnels:”* As 'upon the+one- 
hand they call evil good; and fo Rage is 
accounted Courage, Contentiouſneſs'May- 
linefs; fo upon the other, and for breh whe 
de them, Eſay, 5.20. They call good evil, 
and fo, the poor in Spirit are: thought bur 
D 3 poor 
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PEA Spirited. Yea, butas St. Perer ſaid, 


iP AFs 2. 14, 15... Theſe are not drunken, as 


ye. ſappyſe; ſo. may I ſay, theſe are not | 


datatuly, Cowardly, as ye ſuppoſe; no, 
no,..but they are 2 People , whom the 


Gogof Patience hath had a bleſſed work | 


on, they once were ſuch Furioſo's, deſ- 
perados, as you now are; but God hath 


altered them, tamed them; and two | 


things let me tell you, 


- # , "'S. k » 


;-Þ« That ſuch as theſe have Chriſts good 
Word, tliough they have not yours, and 
he,is Judge, not. you. Bleſſed are the Poor 
5.Fps/4t, ſayes he, at. 5. 3. How can 
you think to-anſwer the Judge at his com- 
ing, you that are quite of another Judg- 
ment > F161 J 
£ 2. It cannot but be dangerous. to Re- 
proach God's Workman-ſhip. . He :s the 
God of Patience; and is he of it, and will 
he not be for it? Solomon, in Prov. 14. 31+ 
makes an hainous matter of it , To Ke- 


proach the Poor mens Maker ; 1 may apply | 
it with. advantage to the Poor in Spirit. | 


As you are pitiful Creatures that. cannot 


endure the new Creature, ſo as Imperill'd, | 


The Creator will reckon with you I wat- 
rant you, | 
- + Carnal People are culpable upon re 
tner 


an wineſs of Patieme, 39 
ther account, and that 48 .. | 

Abuſing of God's People's Patience. 
The Scarr Crow not ſticring, the Birds are 
bold, aiter 23 while, to alight on it, And 
defile it; and ſo the men of the World 
obſerving God's People to be a Bearing 
People take courage to lay load onthem, 
to ſay , and do thetr pleaſure ta them 
God's ariſing, of which you read, in Pal. 
76. 9. To ſave the meek,, implics as much; 
A baſe part this is, for who would not 
count him an unworthy man, that. pro- 
vok'd one, who were bound to the gaod 
behaviour? 1 Tbeſ? 5.14. and as it isa 
baſe part, ſo alſo an unſafe ; for God,: as 
you have heard, will ariſe to ſave the meek, 
Meels Moſes had God far his Cnampiow, 
Numb. 12. 3. Their Redeemer is ſtrong , 
too ſtrong for their Oppreſfors. Thus for 
carnal People. 

2. Patience being ſo neegful as it is,the 
People of God arc to be blamed, whoever 
among them are negleciful of what's fo 
needful.; yea, for do. they ſa by other ns- 
ceſſaries? Things necdful to the Body,, 
they have a care both co uſe them, as they 
have gccaſiog, and as they have opportu- 
nity to-increaſe them; and . 

1.'To-uſe them, they-accd no bidding 
D 4 2r9 


| The Extelenty, Nereſfety; 
to take Meat, when they are hungry, ot 


Drink, when'they are thirſty ; and yet | 


how often do goop 'men, when they are 


provoked, forget to have Patience. Job, | 


for the main, was a pattern of Patience, 


James 5. t1. ahd yet ſometimes he broke | 


out ſadly, witneſs the 3. of Job 2, 3. Let 
the day periſh, wherem I was born, and the 
Night, in which it wa; ſaid there is a Man- 
Child Conceived. Yea,what js that he ſaith, 
m the'$. verſe?” Let thew curſe it that curſe 


the day; in the bitterneſs of his paſſion he | 


not onely curſeth it hingſelf, but calleth to 
others to curſe it : good menarelikeli; ht 
Gold, muſt have their grains of Allowance, 
er not paſs. In many things 'we offend 
all, and as to this' particular of breaking 
our, who has not fallen with Job # But, 
my Brethren, do we riſe with Zeb ? I could 
in ſeveral places ſhew you his RetraQiions, 
oh} where arevurs ?' See to ob 5. 6:42, 
G. This for Uſing, Then, 

2. As to Increaſing. The Proverb is, 
Store 55 no ſoar ; and we Plough and Sow, 
though we have never ſo much Corn and 
Bread under our hands, We ſeek Wool 
and Flax, be the Wardrobe never fo full. 
But are we ſuch Promoters of Patience, 
Needful Patience > Do we labour a y_ 
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and 'Vſefnlneſs of Pationte. &Þ 
tual Augmentation ? Labour and Pray,and 
Weep to be ſtrengrhned unto all Patience? 
This, you may well think-, would well 
pleaſe the God of Patience, .well agree 
with the word -of his Patience, and well 
ſuit with the hour of Temptation, Rev. 38 
10. But oh, alas, do's not rather your 
heart and mind ſmite us at the mention of 
this? Come, let us ſmite upon our Thigh; 
and ſay, what:have I done ? whatihavel 
ſaid ? This by way of Reproof. 
The DoQtrine is of ulſc, as to Inftruct 
and Rebuke; ſo aiſo tor. ! , + 
Exhort, For if (his be ſa,ithat Dock» 
rine is'neeutul for Gonls':Feople; Bow 
then ſhould che People: of Gyd be dealt 
with,: and-as thoſe that! hadia ſenſe of Negs 
ceſſaries, 'to have 4 care of Patience 2. Yea, 
how ſhould! they be exhorted thereto, not 
onely 'ſo generally confiderect, but alfa 
more eſpecially, a reſpeCt had, ( and not 
leaſtly, ) ro Order, and Age; according- 
ly as | ſhall ſhew anon from the Scripturea 
to _ the ſpecification and. Application 
an | 
I. More Generally: conſidered, accor- 
ding to that, in Heb. 12. 1. Let wi run 
with Pawence the Race that 5. ſet before ws. 
For cartying on this Exhortation the 
more, 


$3 TT! be ExcAlevey, Neeeſfity, 
more, ' a$ | coula, defire, to Editication, -] 
ſhall ſpeak ſomething in a moving way , 
and ſomething in a Directing, ' 


 : :Adovene. , 1: And becauſe the Motives | 


wilt be nany,. 1'le Labour-to be Orderly, 
and reduceall hall ſay, unto two heads, 
to-wit, 

' Patience, asd*Impaticnce ; for there is 
ſo much to be faid for the one, and againſt 
the-other, as ſerves much to advance the 
care of Patience, / For, | 

. T. AS to : 

Impatience; I have many things to tell 
you of it, as, | 
”, Is How proud and preſumptuous it 1s, 
abis plain by: the oppoſition, in Ecelef. 7. 
8 The Pateent in' Spirit is better than the 
Proud in Spirit. Impatience, turned God- 
wards, fers up an Anti-Providence, as if 
we-know .better- than he, how matters 
fhould be ordered, and is not this Super- 
lative Pride ? Turned Man-wards, ſets up 
felf, as if there were none like us, and that 
we might well think to fare better than any 
elſe; and is not this notorious Pride ? 
"2, How fooliſh-and vain it 1s, ever 4s 
we uſe torell of 4 proxd Fool, for an Lmparti- 
eat. man , beſides that he forgets his dt- 


ſtance, whereas another could ſay, 1 was 
dumb, 


! 
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dumb, [ opened not my mouth, bereuſe thog 
didſt it, Pall 39. 9. What gets hebyit 
Do's he get acliverance by Impatience? 
Nay, Patience ' were the way to delive- 
rance; hear St, Peter, in1 Pet, 5. 6, 
Humble your ſelves under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time, You 
have not forgotten, what was ſaid of the 
Limed Bird. - i | : 
Thirdly, and Laſtly,” How feeble and 
unhit for fncks it is, .for, as you have 
heard, It 5s #n Patience, that we poſſeſs our 
Souls, Luke,21. 19. Impaticoce puts out 
a mans eyes, {tops his cars, confounds his 
Counſels, makes him for the time little 
better than a mad man, if it even ftealyot, 
away the man, and lay a Beaft in' the 
room : tra furor brevis eft. "You have' the 
Motives with the firſt referenice. Rant 
Having beard what is ts be ſaid againſt * 
Impatience, hear me now for ws 
Patience | and here I haye two Motives. 
to preſent you with, , _- © 
_ God's Honovr, 
Your own Good,  ._ & 
1. AS you tender God's Henour, have. 
a care of Patience, for it is Patience that, 
do's honourably acknowledge Him, as, 
1, With reſpect to his Soveraignty and 
|  _ Autho- 
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44,  T he Excellency, Neceſſity, 
Kithority. As you may ſee by that Pati. 
; $1) a of Els, in 1 Sam. 3.18. 7t isthe 
7d, Impaticnce is proud, as I have ſhew- 

ed, but Patience knows her diſtance. 

- 2. His Wiſdome, as we ſce by the ſame 
Els, Let btn do, what ſeemeth him good. Not 
what I think'beſt, but what the only-wiſe 
God ſees beſt, is the voice of Patience 

, 3, His Goodneſs, as El: again ſhews us, 
Let him de what ſeemeth_ him good. As who 
ſhould ſay, he will do all things well. 

_ Laftly. His Troch, as we' tiay farther 
perceive by tiefame words, Let bim do--- 
Ig fy got ae fc had ſaid, 1 dare truſt him 
touching what he'l do; He'l'do nothing 
but well, I know. , ha; 

© '1. As you rggard your. 6wn. god, have 
a care of Patience, for ak Phils is for 
22), AS = SRL 

*1. By it you ſhall obtain a” good report, 
even as you have heard of the «Patience of 
Job, Jams 5. 11. This put a Perfume into 
his name, which do's hold to. this day. 
And what is that you read ith 2 Theſ. 1, 4. 
We our [elves glory in you.sn the Churches of 
God for your Patience. Mark, We our ſelves. 
Such as are of note, ſhall cake notice of 
you, and to have the good word of the 
eminently-z60Jd, how good is it? and fo 
-00d 


and U ſefulneſs of. Batiehee: as 
good aword too? We glory in you. An high 
{train of Coramendation þ ;Yea, and this 
alſo amongſt thoſe, - that know what's 
what, We glory in you, 3 the: Churches of 
God. © 
2, inthe Exerciſe of Patience you ſhall 
ſhew Prudence; and is not this a Credir? 
Yea, for on the contrary,.to play the fool 


' 1s aiſgraceful.[t 1s the Patient man that, as 


you have heard, is his own man, Luke 21. 
19. that knows his diſtance, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
that puts himſclf into the way of deliver- 
ance, 1 Pet. 5.6. and ſundry other points 
of "Wiſdome I might mention. 

3. Patience manifcits ſtrength, which 
is alſo a credit : for to tell ofa weak man 
is a diminution. The Apoſtle,as you know, 
ſpeaks of being ſtrengthned unto all Pati- 
ence, Col. 1.11. Patience is not a weak- 
neſs in us, as I have formerly ſaid. Por- 
ters, that bear great burdens, are Robuſt 
men. 

Laſtly, To Patience belongs nd only 
ftrength, but Conqueſt ; and Conquerors 
want no honours, A Patient man, 

1, Overcomes himtelf, ſee Prov. 16. 
32. and what a gallant viQtory this is, is 
viſible in the baſe ſlavery, that loading 
luſts have racn in, and the Devil at the 


back 


is The Boicellency, Nacsfity, 
back of thoſe Juſts,}Epb 4. 26, 27: 


z. Bids fair towards the conquering of 
ies: witneſs the Apoſtles Phraſe, in 


Rom. 22. ult. Overcome evil with pood. he 
had ſaid, Avenge not your ſelves, but ra- 
ther give place unto wrath, He now ſais, 
Be not ovetcome, but overcome — The 


Patient — beneficent yet the day with. | 


out ſtriking a blow, behold a dry Victory, 


Again, As Patience is for your Cre- 
dit. So, | 

2. For your Comfort. For, 

1. Weare doing our Duty the whiles, 
and are we nof bleſſed in our deed? Yes, 
in, as well as after, 7am. 1.25 Pſal. 19.11, 

2. Weareinthe way of tie Promiſe, 
and-that's a Comfortable way, ſure! See 
Hat. 5. 3. Bleſſed are the poor im Spirit, 
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Allo v, 
5. Bleſſed are the Meek,, for they ſhall anhe- 
wit the Earth. If Earth, if Heaven, it either, 
if both be any comfort to hear of, the Pa- 
tienf*'man may be comforted. 

3. Weare writing after exccllent and 
encouraging Copies; and they were ſet 
for that. Be not ſlothful, ſais the Apoltle, 
in Heb. 6. 12: but followers of them, who 
throuch Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 


miſes. AST have already ſaid, It's good | 


tollow- , 
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following thew, that have lead to Heaven, 
Laſtly, ' We avoid and prevent a prea 
deal of Sin, and that's a comfort, elem 
ally the Follutingneſs of kin conſidered, I 
have ſhewed, what a Mother fin Impati 
ence is, and therefore happy are they that 
can be Patient, yea, that they may not 
be (9 peccant. The Pſalmiſt, in P/al. 19. 


13. and he was 4 godly wiſe man, took great 


content in being 1nnocent. 

Again, As Paticace is for your Credit, | 
and Comfort : So, 

3. For your Profit. For, 

. It is a Reward. 

You remember the. Proverb, I ſpake of, 
What Remedy but Patience ? and have not 
forgotten the words of our Saviour, [n your 
Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls. Poſſeſs _— 
AMictions are hard meat, but Patience 2 
good digeftor. Affliction a ſore Burden, 
but Patience a good Porter. One calls Pa- 
tience a Paring-knife, which cuts the croſs 
lefs, and leſs, tillit comes to nothing al- 
molt, Compares it to Bread and Salt, 
which we cannot make one good Meale 
without. 

2. As it is, ſo it has a Reward : : and 
both here, ard hercafter ; : and, 

I. Here, according to thar, which 1 
havc 


v3 The Exicllency, Necoffity, 
have *already ſpoken of , in Adat. 5. F, 
"Bleſſed are the meek,_, for they ſhall Inherit th |» 

arth. Carnal People think, tnat if @/ 

an be a Wild: Man, he ſhall within a 
while, have nothing left him; yea, but 
ſuch may hope'to be Inheritors, which | 
is an honourable ſort of Havers. There 
isno loſs by Patience; no, the Lord will 
took to that. Hear meek David, in 2 Sam, | 
16. 12. It may be, the Loyd will look_ on mine 
. Aﬀition , and requite me good ſor his Cur. 
fing this day ;, even as our Chilaren expeQ, 
when others wrong them, that we make 
them amends. 

2, Hereafter, reſume that 5. of Adar, 
now at the 3. v. Bleſſed are the Poor tn 
Spirit, for theirs 3s the Kingdom of Heaven, 
An exemplifcation of this 1s in He. 6. 12. 
Be ye followers of them, who through Faith 
and Patience Inherit the Promiſes. Some are 
now in poſſcſhon of that joy and glory, 
which others may expect. You know, 
my Brethren, how we receive and wel. 
come a Friend, that comes to us out of a | 
tedious Journey, or tempeſtuous V oyage; 
we take him to be a good Friend, and call 
for the beſt things in the Houſe; Judge 
then, how our dear Lord and Father will 
Entertain a Child, that comes out of great | 
tribula- 
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and Uſefulneſs of Patience. 49 
tribulation. 1 have done :ſpeaking'in'a 
Moving way, 'and go on to ſpeak in. a, + 

Diretiing ; for | preſume, that you are 
by this time ready to ask me, wherein 
conſiſts our care of Patience? 

I Anſwer. In looking to the ſoundneſs, 
alſo the free courſe and Increaſe of it, And, 

I. Soundneſs, That we be, as is requi- 
red in Tit. 2. 2. Sound in Patience ; Sinl- 
cere, not Hypocritical; and now for bet- 
ter diſcerning the Truth of Patience; I 
I offer theſe Characters and Tryals. 

1, Patience ſuppoſes a.ſtate of Grace, 
fora Fruit of the Spirit it is, and men 
do not gather Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs 
of Thiſtles, Gal. 5. 22. Either make: the 
Tree good , or the Fruit cannot be good. 
No Saint, no Patient man, another may be 
dull, may be ſtill --- but a Saint is patient, 

2, Patience, as it comes from God,*ſo 
it moves/towards God. Dominus eſt, ſaid 
Patient. Ek, Jt. 5s the Lord,” in 1 Sam. .3- 
18, And ſoit was God's Hand that ſtopt 
David's mouth, in Pſal. 39. 9. A Natural 
Man may for one ſincere end or another be 
ſtill in the evil day, but it's the Lord the 
thought of him, fear: of him, that binds 
a good man to the good abearing. 85: 

3. As Patience looks at the Lord, foi 
E limits 


vO;. Tbe-Bxee Uency, Nevef#ty, 
limits-him not; Zer bim do, ſaith E/z, what 
ſeemeth bim good; 1 Sam. 3. 18. The Pati- 
ent lay all ar God's feet, put all into this 
Hands, proclaim a Freedom to him , as 
being perſwaded of his Wiſdom, that he 
knows what's beſt; and of his. Truth and 
Goodneſs, that he will do that. Patience 


dare traoft God, and thercfore refts m God. 


4. As Patience louks upward, ſo alſo | 


mmward;aot onely hasa care of ghe Tongue, 
hut: eſpecially of the Heart ; -and ſo you 
read, 1n that often-citcd, Litke 214.19. Of 
poſbeſſing the. Saul in. Patience ,. a; Natural 
1nan-may for fimiter ends, as: have been 
faying, bite in. his. pain or: preſure, as 
fome have done. ſometimes, but as one 
ſays well, He:isinia Fever all the while as 
hot within, as cold withour. 

.' $.: Patience meckens us towards the 
inſtruments of our afflictions, as we may 
perceive by patient David, in 2 Saw. 16. 
19. Se let him caſe, faith tic, hexauſe rhe 
Lord hath ſaid, curſe David, Ani ' Impati- 
entmanruns hike the Dog, after the ſtone 
that hit him , but the Patient. confiders 
the hand, that hurl'd it, and ſo is mode- 
rated, though he has no cauſe to excuſe evil 
men, who think not of doing God Ser- 


rice, but it is in their hearts to. accommo- 
datc 
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datÞ their Luſts, Cruelty,Covetouſneſs, --- 
; Eſay 10.7. Yet when he conſiders, they are 
| theRodsof God's Aer, and the firſt in 
| their hand is his Indignation, ſo as the Af- 
| fiction comes not onely from them, he is 
afraid of charging them too deep. 

| | Sixthly , and Laſtly. Patience tarries 
' | Gods leiſure for deliverance, according to 
' | thatin Pſal. 37.7. Reſt 3n the Lord, and 
wait Pattently for him, as the believing, ſo 
the enduring make not haſt, Theſe Pati- 
ents and Worthics, .in the little Book of 
Martyrs, Heb. 11. Accepted not delive- 
rance, upon Perſecutors terms, 

2. Another point of our. care is ſecing 
to the free courſe, and increaſe of it. And 
| thus weſhall approve our ſelves careful , 
{| tif we watch againſt the hinderances, and 
unto the helps of Patience; and, 

1. Againſt Hinderances, which are, 

{. Pride, witneſs the Antitheſis, in 
Eccleſ. 7.8. The Learned Ann6tators take 
notice, that the proper Oppoſition had: 
been between Patient in Spirit, and haſty 
| n Spirit z but the Preacher inſtead of ha- 
| fy, ſajes Proud; to ſhew us, ſay they, 
| thatPatience is rooted in Humility. My 
; Brethren, if you would up, and on with 
| Patience, down with Pride. Mortifie this 
Lult carefully. E. 2 2.C0- 
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2. Covetouſneſs, as you ray gather 
from 1 Tim. 3. 3. Not oreedy of filthy lucre, 
but Patient. When®he poor i3cbtor be- 
ſought, ſaying, Fave Patience with we, 
ahd 1 will pay thee all, the greedy Creditor 
caſt bim into Priſon till he ſhould pay the Debt, 
Mar. 15. 29, 3O. Oh then 5 C:ucihe inor- 
dinate defire, get your thirft after this 
Worlds goods flacked, conſider that, as 
that is your good, which docs you 40d ; 
fo that is the good win. yon dv good 
with. Down with Avarice, 2: y u would 
up with Patience, 

3. Niceneſs, dilicateneſs. Paul, that 
appeals ro Timothy. roiching his Patience, 


2 Tim 3. 10. Profeſies a great deal of 


felt-d-nval, in As 20. 24. None of theſe 
things move me, ſaith he, neither ceunt 1 

Life dear unto my ſ#f. A nice delicare man, 
lice tim in the Book of - Martyrs, that 
ſaid, He could not Burn. Any of theſe things 
would have troubled his Patience. Oh 
then let there not a niceling be found a- 
mong us; one, that Idolizes Eaſt, Weſt, 
fleeping in a whole $skin --- You cannot 
think. upon occaſion to poſſefs your ſoul 
in Patience, if delicateneſs poſſeſs you. I 
might have ſpoken of mere impediments, 
but I haſten to Helps, And, =; pf 
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4nd Uſefulneſs of Patience, 3 

1. Asa great help to Patience, 1 would 
adviſe God's People to be very Prayerful x 
after the exatnple of the Apoſtle, in Col. 1. 
g9-iT. We dont ceaſe to Pray for you, that 
ye might be ſtrengthned unto all Patience. 
Prayer*isof greet Power, and God, He 
is the God of Patience., Go to God there- 
fore, that Patience may have her perfect 
work. The Apoltle went to him for others, 
£0 you for your ſelves, 

2, Tadviſe to be Praiſeful as well as 
Prayerful, Take the Apoſtle 1gain' for an 
Examnle, in 1 Theſ 1. 2, 3. We give thanks 
ro 70d always for you — remembring without 
ceaſins you work, of Fauh , and lobour of 
Love, and Patience of hope. Gratiarum 
attio ad p/us dandum invitatio. | hankſgi- 
ving is an artificfal Begging;a man that ſais 
to his Friend, I thank your laſt kindneſs, 
makes fair way for that not to be the laſt. 
Accordingly did we thankfully ackaow- 
ledg, what God has already done for us in 
point of Patience, elſe at ſuch a time when 
men ſo provok'd us, we had not put 
it Up: And at ſuch a. time when the 
Lord ſo afflitted us, we had broke out 
more than we did; we might hope, thar 
the God of. all Grace. would give us 
more of this, Col. 4;. 6." © 
E- 3. My 


The Excellency, Neceſſity, 
3. My Adviſe is, that, we ſearch the 
the. Scriptures: for do we not read, in 
Rom. 15 4. of the Patience of the Scrip- 
tures? aftive, ſais Pare upon the place; | 
becauſe the | Doctrine of the Scriptures 
ſerves much for the Patienting of us. The 
Prezcepts, Precedents, Promiſes, with 0- 
ther things there recorded, conſidered, 

4. Let us walk with God, for Moſes 
endured, as ſecing him, who is inviſible, 
Heb. 11. 27, Will a Child cry that has 
his Father withhim ? No, though he go 
through the dark : Will a Souldier grum- 
ble to go upon hot ſervice that has his Cap- 
tain with him? 

5. Look unto Jeſus, Conſider him, that 
endured, Heb. 22, 1—- Vea for, 

1. Whoare we in Compariſon of him? 
Well may we ſuffer, and Patiently, when 
He was ſo bearing, Mat. io. 24, 25. 

2. What are our ſufferings, in compa- 
riſon of his ? Why! Not Chipps to His 
Croſs ! He Endured, ſais the Apoſtle, ſuch 
Contradiction, Heb. 12. 3. Such indeed, 
as was never heard of, his own Harmleſs- 
neſs and Holineſs, and his Contradicters 
Vileneſs, and Wickedneſs being thought 
at. 

6. Be cloathed with Humility ; for you 
| remem- 
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remember from Zccleſ. 7. 8. whaganenc- 
my to Patience Pride is., An Humble man 
ſeeks not great things for himſelf ;, yea ſegs 
and ſais himſelf leſs than the leaſt of Mer- 
cies: aud therefore if he be brought low, 
why, he that was before come down 1h his 
own apprehention, will better abide to 
come dgytyn by change of Condition, - Ges. 

2. 10.MAn Humble man thinks not great 
things of himſelf, yea he knows, and at- 
knowledges many things amiſs in him, 4nd 
therefore if he be berated, and reviled, 
why, he that was wont to Avile himſelf, 
will matter Reviling leſs, and ſay within 
himſelf, What would theſe men ſay, if 
they knew as mnch as I do? 1 Cor. 15. 9. 
cum Eph. 3.8. | 

7. Live Soberly. Add, ſais St. Peter, in 
2 Pet. 1.6, to Temperance Patience, Yca, 

Temperance makes fair way for Patience ; 
whereas on the other hand, Drunk onc 
way, and Drunk two; the wet Drunken- 
neſs, and the dry do uſually mect. A man 
that's overſeen with Drink, how apt is he 

to be overſeen with Paſhon? Who hath 

Contentions ? ſaith Solomon, in Prov. 29: 
29, 30. They that tarry "long at the Wene. 

Bacchus ad arma volat, ſtrong drink is ra- 

ging. As then you would be Patient, be 

Temperate. ES: 
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"long, 1 Cor.'1 3.4: bears all things, ver. 7. 
Love has broad ſhoulders. Wonld you 


then aboud in Patience ? ahonn1 in Love, | 


9. And Laftly, Con/'der the end of. the 
Lord, Jam. 5. 11 cum 10. Job's Paticnt 
ſufferings had a bleſſc1 ive. The Lord 
bleſſed the later end of Job mare 
inning. If the Root was bitte, yet the 
ruit was ſweet, Let then the Conlidera- 
tion of the Fruit, ingratiate the Root. You 
ſhall never have cauſe to Repent your Pa- 
tience. Thus the general Exhortation is 
diſpatched ; now remains, - 
"The Special.'*” 
* Which will concern, 
Either Order, 
Or' Age, "And, 
1. Order, | 
And ſo either 
Men of High, 
Or Low Degree. And, 
1, Of High, according to that, in 


2 Tim. 2.24. The Servant of the Lord, the | 


Man of God, that is, as appears by Co. 
herence, muſt not ſtrive, but be *7 atient. 


I ſhall according to this Specification di- | | 


rect my Speech in this Section, unto 
Minifters, 'and labour to prevail -with 
| them 


ſ 


$. Follow Love : for Charity ſuffers | 


bis be- 


"tA Un a ll = & A Qt =» == ww = &A 


+ = 


ny i” *, 5 


and Uſefulneſs of Patience. 57 
them, To havea Law of Patience, uſing 
theſe two ' » | 

Aatives, One is the Occaſion they may 
have for iv, Theother is the Impreſtion it 
may have, And, 

t, The Occaſion they may have: and e- 
ſpecially thele things conſidered. 

1. The Unprotitingneſs they may diſ- 
cern, Before | touch this point, and but” 
touched, this being the intended place for 
handling of it. lt do's trouble a Schook 
maſter not a little, when his Scholar bene- 
fits not; but one day comes, and. another 
goes, and he rather go's backward than 
forward: and ſo the Maſters of Aſſembles, 
Oh! how they have laid to heart the ſuc- 
ceſsfulneſs of their Labours ! 7 ſaid, ſais 
Iſaiah, in Iſa..4.9.4. Lhave laboured in vain, 
[have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, 'and in 
vain, | have ++ I have— The Ingemt- 
nation ſavours of Aﬀection. It is report- 
ed of Melaxtthon that he thought at birt, 
it was not poſſible, people ſhould with- 
ſtand the evidence of the Goſpel: bur af. 
ter he had been a Preacher a while, he 
complained that old Adam'* was too hard 
for young Afelanithon. yea, both young 
Timothys, and aged Pauls have cauſe e- 
nough of complaint. But yet within com- 
paſs of Patience, For, I. Paul 


l - - 
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Ut is God that giveth rhe incveaſe, 1 Cor. 3: 
6: The Bleſſing is in his hand, not ours; 
and who ſhall ſay to him, What doe 
thou ? cannot we be content to follow our 
work, and leave His tro Him ? 

2. Though /ſraz! be not gatacred, yet 
ſhall a Faithful Minifter be glorious — 
* iſa. 49. 5. Weare 10 God a ſweet Savor 
of Chrilt in them, rhat are ſaved, andin 
them that perith, ſais the Apoſtle in 2 Cor, 
2.15. God will reward his Minilters not 
according to Iſſue, but Induſtry. 

Again, Wifat occalion Miniſters may 
have for Patience: appears, as by the Un- 
profitingneſs they may diſcern, So, 

2. By the Unkindneſs they may meet 
with, I: do's trouble Parents not a little, 
when Chil4ren, that they put into their 
Boſome, creep out at thr Sleeve : and 
Judge you my Brethren, with' what a 
gricved heart Paul ſpake what he did, in 
2 Cor. 12. 15. The more abundantly l love 
you, the leſs I am foved: and that, im 


Gal. 4. 15. Where i the bleſſedneſs you | 
ſpake of ? who that had heard, what the | 


I. Pad Plants, and Apollas W atery, hiyt | 


| 


people ſometimes ſaid, We may bleſs the | 


time that ever Paul care amongſt us: 


would ever have thought, that good m_ 
tnat 
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| that ſweet Miniſter ſhould have lived to 


have ſeen the day in which he ſhould have 
been occaſioned to Interrogate, Where 
is the bleſſedneſs you ſpake of ? Alas, their 
Language, and Carriage was much altered 
from what it had been : and that, which 
befcl io Eminent an Inſtrument, who can 
promiſe himſelf exemption from ? yea, 
who that's wiſe, will not rather bethink 
him what there is to qualific, and pacific 
in ſuch a caſe as that. That a prudent Nurſe 
looks not for her Wages at the Child's 
hand, but the Parents. Indeed the little 
ene do's now and then gratific her with a 
kiſs, with a ſmile : but oftner requites her 
witha cry, a wrangle; yea but-ſhe well 
conſiders, that Father and Mother will 
do all things fair, And ſo a good Miniſter's 
Judgment is with the Lord, and his Work 
with his God, Jſa. 49. 4. God knows, 
and God will acknowledge, and God will 
graciouſly recompence. 

2. Thata Prudent Nurſe do's conſider 
the Child's preſent Diſtemper, and in- 
ſtead of wrangling when it wrangles, la- 
bours the reſtoring of it. Oh, ſais ſhe, this 
Child was not wont to be ſo very trouble- 
ſome, ſomewhat certainly ailcth it, 1 
would I knew what were good for it, It's 

. noe 
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not to ſay, how people may be diſtemper 
ed, and their diſtemper alter them'; But 
who is not aware, how that the Apoſtle 
applics himſelf unto ſuch with Patience, 

ca with tenderneſs, calling them Chil. 
dren, little Cl.iieren, his lictle Children, 


and profeſhng his Care and Pains ſtill for | 


them? in Gal. 4. 19. cum 15. 

Again, What occaſion Miniſters tay 
have for Patience is too too manifeſt. 

3. By the Perſecutions may bef:! them, 
For, 

1. An Arch-enemy to a painful power: 
ful Miniſtry Satan is, as St Paul found by 
expericnce, witneſs his report in the Caſe, 
in I Theſ. 2. 18, We would have come to you, 
even I Paul,once again but Satan hindered us, 
had it been ſome idle drunken fellow, that 
had been going about ſome naught | bu- 
fineſs, the Devil would have been far.from 
hindering him, but how ſhouldthe Prince of 
darkneſs skill of a burning ſhining candle? 

2. Satan, that is ſo malicious himſelf, 
worketh in the Children of diſobedience, 
Eph. 2.2. and the Luſfts of their Father 
they will do, John $. 4.4. Prince of Dark- 
neſs, ani Chiidren of Darkneſs, Old Ser- 
pent, and Old Man do fearfully corre- 
ſpond ; ſo as what Trouble the Joo 
an 
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and Evil-men can do, men"df Goe may 
fear, and the rather, if we conſider, in the 
'Third place, That good, Miniſters op- 
oſe themſelves to the power of Satan, 
and practice of ungodly men, yea, and ſ6 
their Commiſhon runs, in As 16. 17, 
18. Now, I pray, how will the one like 
it to have his Kingdom batter'd about his 
ears ? and the other to have Hell-fire flaſht 
in their Faces e Þ: 

While a godly Miniſter inks of theſe 
things he hahpeed to ruminate upon ſuch 
Patienting COnſiderations, as theſe. 

1. That this is but Old-Ordinary, So 
Perſecuted they the Prophets, Mat. y. 1 2: 
Perſecuted Miniſters fare as did their Pre- 
deceſſors; their betters ſped no better , ſo 
as they may well have Patience, 

2. That both the roaring Lyon and the 
Whelpsare in a Chain,- and can do but 
what God will ſuffer them; and God 5s 
Faithful, who will not (nffer his Servants to 
ſuffer above what they are able, 1 Cor.10.13, 
cum Rev. 2. 10. 

Thirdly, and Laſtly. That as their Sof- 
fering may be great, ſo their Reward will 
not be little, Mat. 5. 12. So as they may 
well cry out, with the Martyr , Hold ont 
Faith and Patience, Thus far the firſt Mo- 
tive ; 
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rive; the great occaſion Minifters m 
have for Patience. Now follows the 

2. Anditis the 

Great Impreffion it may have ; or, 
What Patience may do; and both upon 
themſelves, 

And others. 

Themſelves firſt, 

For Patience wilt keep them to their 
work, accordipg to that, in 2 Tm. 2. 24, 
25+ The Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be Patient, in meeknſes, fruiting theſe 
that oppoſe themſelves. A Patient, Meck 
School-Maſter takes pains with an unto. 
ward Scholar, whereas one that is furious, 
throws Book out of Hand, and Boy out 
of School. 

2. As for others; why *? 

* 1: It may ſtop their mouths, who other 
wiſe would ſoon ſay, They may Preach 
Patience with ſhame enough, for they 
ſhew none.. It were wiſdome to cut off 
occaſion, 2 Car. 11. 12. Yea, but Mint: 
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ſters give it, when they ſay;” and do not, | 
for Paſtors ſhould be patterns, 1 Pet. | 


F. 3. 
2. It guides their Hands, I mean, di- 
res their praQice z yea, borh'directs and 


obliges; for God hath ſct vp Miniſters to 


be 


— 
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be Enſamples to the Flock, .as I was ſays, 
img f:om that 1 Per. 5. 3. Its not enough 
to hear a good Miniſter, but. People ſhould 
alſo heed him; it is not enough to remem- 
ber a good Sermon, but they thould alfa 
look after the Exempliftication , which is 
indeed the Repetition. Mark them which 
walk ſoas ye have as for an Enſample,ſaies 
the Apoſtle, in Phil. 3. 17. 

Laitly, lt may eogage their Hearts; the 
Sick man is bound to love the Phyſitian, 
that had Patience, when himſelf was frow- 
ard enough ; the Scholar his Maſter , that 
continued to teach, him for: all his unpro- 
ficience. In like manner thoſe Miniſters 
indear themſelves much, that in all things 
approve: themſelves as the! Miniſters of 
Godin much Patience; 2 Cor. 6. 4. 

Having dealt with-men of High degree, 
[| come now to ſpeak to men, of Low, and 
as amongſt 'men of High, | did offer the 
Example of the Apaſtle,. 'fingle out the 
Servant of the Lord; ſo ſhall I now cloſe 
with Men's 

Servants, treading that while St. Peter's 
ſteps, in 1 Per. 2. 18, 19, 20. Servants, 
ſayes he, be ſubjeft ro yowr Maſters with all 
fear, not only to the good and gentle, but alſo 


| tothe froward; for this is thank, worthy, if 
a 


man for Conſcience toward God endurt 
grief, ſuffering- wrong *ully - for what glor 


5 it, if when ye be bufſetted for your faults, 
Je take it patiently ? But if when ye do well, 
and ſuffer for it, ve take it Patiently. this 


Acceptable with God. For perſwading Ser. 


E_— 


vants to have a care of Paticnce , 1 ſhall | 
uſe two | | 

Afortrves , 

One is the Occaſion they may have for 
if. 

The other, the Obligation they are in 
to it. 

And firſt, The Occaſion Servants may 
have for Patience; yea, for 

7. All Maſters are not alike, ſome 1n- 
deed, as you have heard, our of the fore- 
cited Scriptures, 1 Pet. 2. 18.. are:ggd ad 
gentle, ſo as their Servaats may ſay, An 
Patrem an Deminum, we cannot eaſily tell, 
whether we have a Maſter or a Father.Such 
an one was, Abraham, in whoſe thoughts, 
it would ſeem, it was, if he had no Child 
of his own, to make his Servant his Heir, 
Gen. 15. 3. Yea, but other there are, that, 
as the ſame Perer ſpeaks, are froward, il! | 
to pleaſe, ill-to deal with, as I fo merly | 
ſaid, Maſters, that are Women rather' 


than Men for Chiding, and Jews rathet | 
| than 
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than Chriſtians for Burdening : They care 
not how. little a' Servant has, and how 
much he does: nA 

2: Some Maſters are not onely froward, 
but Injurious, wrong-doers, ſo as a Ser- 
vant-miay &o well, and yet ſuffer for it, as 
the Apoſtle puts the caſe, in that 1 Per. 2; 
20. Ay, Brethren , beſides the mocks and 
tanits that Drnnken debauched Maſters have 
for their Religious profeſſing Servants, ſay- 
ing, as Pharaoh ſometimes. Te are udle, Te 
are zdle, therefore ye ſay, let us go, and dd 
Sacrifice to to the Lord, Exod. 5.17. I fay, 
beſides the wrong ſome Maſters do their 
Servants,. as concerning the general Cal- 
ling, they are injurious enough-in order 
tothe | Thus many — 
ces-ſuffer oft for their Apprehenfiveneſs 
and Activeneſs ; their 'ill-minded Maſters 
fearing they ſhould become Maſters of 
their Trade, and ſo jn time hinder them, 
do in the mean time hirider ſuch Servants, 
and are angry, when they cannot hide the 
Myſtery from them. Alas, Parents not 
ſeldom make the Wolf Shepherd. Here 
is the Patience both of Patent and Child. 
This for Occaſion; I go on to ſpeak of 
Obligation, and | 

1; Let Servants themſelves Judge whe- 
F ther . 
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ther Perfons of, low degree ſhould not 
have Patience, when Men of High, as 
they have heard, are to bear. The Ser- 
vant of the Lord muſt not ftrive, and ſhall 
a. man's Servant ? Shall this put up no- 
thing? and that muſt ſo much ? 2 Fon, 
2 24 
; 2+ 1 may tell Servants, that as Low as 
they are, yet they are not hid, Profeſſing 
Servants as well as Maſters have many 
upon them, ſo as they, as poor as 
they ſtand there, may adorn, or other- 
wiſe the Doctrine of God our Saviour, 
Tit. 2. 10. 

3. Let Servants conſider, what their 
Calling calls ro, Why! This Patience, 
a$ appears by that often referred to, 1 Pet, 
2» 20. rum 21. If when ye do well, and ſif- 
fer for it, je take it Patiently, this is as+ 
ceptable with God , for even hereunto. were 
Je Called : what Servant but will grant, he 
ſhould follow his Calling? Yea, Servants, 
but there's two Callings, as I have been 
kinting; Youare called to be Saints, as 
well as to be Servants; and your Calling 
to be Saints was, as Occaſion required, 
to be Sufferers, *and Patient Sufferers. 

4, I would mind Chriſtian Servants of 
the Lord Chriſt, for ſo alſo do's St. Peter, 

if 
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in that 21 verſe — Chriſt, ſayes he, [uf 
fered for us, leaving an Example, that ye 
ſhould follow his ſteps, who, when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again. — Servants, whom 
would you make your Samplar, if not 

our Saviour ? Yea, what do you ſay to 


. the Legacy, that your dying Saviour left 


ou ? k 

Laſtly, I would tell Servants, before I 
part with them, that the Maſter in Hea- 
ven will reckon with injurious Earthly 
Maſters, Col. 3. wlt. cam 4.1. You may 
well be Patient, for God Juſt, Rom. 12, 
I9.A Man, whoſe Cauſe a Great Man has 
undertaken, ſays, I need not to trouble 
my ſelf, ſuch an one will ſee me Righted. 
Much more may Servants, in «caſe of 
wrongs, poſſeſs their Souls in Patience,for 
he that doth wrong, ſhall receive for the 
wrong, that he hath done; and there i; ne 
re : Perſons with God, Eph. 6. g. Let 
this ſufice touching Order; I paſs on to 
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Sie Apoftle, in Ti. 2.1, 2. Come 
mends certain points of ſound Doctrine , 
and this among other, That the Aged men 
be Sound in Patience, and this is that point, 
which now I would commend, and in this 
Method, 

F 2 s.:1 
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1, I ſhall ſhew , what Uſe the Aged 
may have for Patience; and, 
2, What Engagement there fs to it: 
and by theſe two 
AMotives would hope to perſwade the 
Aged into a'Care of Patience; and 
I. By the Uſe they have for it. 


Indeed great Uſe,and by reaſon of Them- | 


ſelves and Others. - 

Themſelves firſt, will find Patience 
work. Yea, for 'length of dayes brings 
with it, Old dayes are evil dayes, Eccl. 
12.1. Ft cannot'be denyed indeed, but 
tfat at that time of day it is better with 
ſome than others. Aoſes was an Handred 
and Twenty years Old, when he dyed ; his 
Eye waPnet din:, nor his Natural force aba- 
ted, Deut. 34.7. In this Genezation of 
ours, Perſons are gotten into their Graves 
betime, and few without th&tedious Pre- 
face of great decays, and divers Infirmi- 
ties. I mean, it's Ordinary to hear the 
Aged ſay, they cannot do as they have 
done; and to tell of Aches, pains --- Now, 
here is their Patience, to be content with 
their Condition, and though they groan, 
yet not to grumble. | 

2,* While themſelves find Patience 
work, 
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Others Contribute, 

And both In neer Relation, and Out. 
And | 

1. In, and beth Living and Dying. And 

1. Living, that Prohibition in Prov. 23. 
22. Deſpiſe not thy Mother when ſhe is Ola, 
carries a tacile Accuſation along with it; 
how apt Children are to miſcarry towards 
aged Parents! Here now is the Patience 
of the Aged,” To digeſt unkindnefles, and 
not be overcome of evil. 

2. Relations both living and dying ex- 
erciſe old folks Patience; for the long- 
livd are engag'd in many Funerals : 
ſome have liv'd to bury all their Chilaren, 
and they, that, no doubt rejayced, whena 
Man was born into the world, how would 
they lament his carrying out ? Job. 1.20. 
Here again, is the Patience of the Aged : 
Not to charge God fooliſhly, but ſubmit 
their Wills to his, and conſider that the 
Taker had been the Giver. 

Thus for theſe in neer Relation, 

2. As for thoſe Our. 

Why, we know, what Job ſais, 7ob 30. 
1 — They, that are younger than I, have me 
2 dirifion. The waggiſh boys of Bethel 
mock'd tke old Prophet, ſaying, Bald- 
head, bald-head. At this day how many 
a make 
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make themſelves merry with thoſe very 
things in the Aged, which in time will be. 
come their own, or they muſt die for it ? 
Here now is the Patience ofy the Antient ; 
Not toſuffer themſelves to be diſcompo- 
ſed by Neglecis, or Contempts, but quiet- 
ly wait till Providence, that is Undrefling 
them, do bring them to bed. 

This for the uſe the Aged have for Pa- 
tience. Now follow, in the 

2. Place, The Obligations there areto 
it, as 

I, The Expectation, that is upon the 
Aged, according to that, in Zob 32.7, 1 
ſaid, days ſhould ſpeak,, and the multitude of 
years teach Wiſdome. It is expected, and 
jultly coo, that they, that live long, thew 
ſomething worthy of their time. Oh, they, 
that have liv'd long amongſt Bibles, Ser- 
mons, Miniſters, Profeſſors; what man- 
ner of Perſons ſhould they be? and this 
were indeed to Live, and not barely to 
Be. 

2. The Inclination that is in them: 
They had need, had they not? to Jook 
to Patience, that arc prone to Pettiſhneſs. 
Tt is with old Folks, as with old Fewel, 

ſoon on Fire. The Infirmicies of Old-age | 


arc many, and this Moroſity amongſt "1 | 
reſt, 
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reſt. We-ufe to fay, Ach, Pain-— makes 
them Angry z and foit will indeed, whez® 
no more than Nature is, where theres 'mot 
Grace to Maſter Nature, and Grage in Ex- 
erciſe. Oh | then how ſhould old. Diſei- 
ples look to Patience 2 and to all Patience, 
T': 2 3 | 1% 14 

3. And Laſtly, The Diſſolutioia, that 
is ſo neer them. Senex quaſs ſeminex,, We 
ſay , Old Folks: have one: footy the 
Grave.. Young may die ſoon, O[d can- 
notlive long, Yea I may ſay, Old-age is 
a young Death. There's much- ef-Death 
about Age, the Palate is almoſt dead as to 
Taſting, Stomach as to Digeſting, Eye to 
Seeing, Foot to Walking. Now this ap- 
proacheth, gradual preſence of Death ob- 
liges to Patience upon two accounts. The 

[The Aged have not Jong to Bear, and 
therefore may well Bear, 7am. 5.8. It's 
but a while, alittle while that an Antient 
Prophet ſhall be called Bald-head : that 
Aged 7ob half be, r2 hy Beardleſs 
Boys : tharan Old/ Profeffor fhall be ter- 
med an Old Diflemblcr, and the like. The 

2. 1s this, 

. The Reward is at hand: I mean the 
great Reward in Heaven. I was ſaying be- 
F 4 fore, 


